Table 1: Timeline of Significant Advancement in Cancer Targeted Therapy

	Year
	Significance
	Drug
	Target
	Indication

	1997
	First FDA-approved targeted cancer drug
	Rituximab
	CD20
	B-cell non-Hodgkin Lymphoma (NHL)

	1999
	First FDA-approved targeted anti-breast cancer drug
	Trastuzumab
	HER2
	HER2+ breast carcinoma

	2001
	Fastest approval in FDA history; first drug to target the Philadelphia chromosome
	Imatinib
	BCR-Abl
	Chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML)

	2001
	First effective c-Kit blocker 
	Imatinib
	c-Kit
	Gastrointestinal stromal tumour (GIST)

	2003
	First FDA-approved targeted anti-lung cancer drugs 
	Gefitinib, Erlotinib
	EGFR
	Non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)

	2004
	First FDA-approved anti-angiogenic drug
	Bevacizumab
	VEGF
	Colorectal, lung, ovarian, kidney cancers

	2005
	Additional colon cancer targeted therapies
	Cetuximab, Panitumumab
	EGFR
	Colorectal cancer

	2010
	First proven survival benefit for advanced melanoma
	Ipilimumab
	CTLA4


	Metastatic melanoma


Caption: Since 1997, numerous targeted therapies have been approved by the FPA and Health Canada. 
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