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ABSTRACT

This paper engages with the complex ways in which current uncertain political conditions brought on by the politics of war and terror have produced new sets of fears, anxieties and obstacles for Middle Eastern anthropologists and scholars teaching about the Middle East in U.S. academia. Elaborating on issues pertaining to the democratic rights of academics, censorship, self-censorship, and the general parameters of academic freedom, the author hopes to raise questions to raise questions on the current state of academic freedom in U.S. higher education.
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Notes on the Revised Version

First of all, in my revision, I have changed the order of my presentation, so that most of my personal and anecdotal evidence is moved to the end of the essay and after presenting the section which delves into the recent events and examples pertaining to the stifling of academic freedom of Middle East scholars.  
Also, as you might note, I have provided more evidence and examples to support my arguments and contextualized my essay within the cultural effects of Bush presidency while being cognizant of the long-term and historical precedence of the issues.  Some footnotes on title VI, the American Council of Trusties and Alumnae (ACTA), and the tenure cases of Wadie Said (Edward Said’s son), Margo Ramlal-Nanoke, Joseph Massad, Nadja Abu El-Haj and Norman Finklestein, and the controversy on Obama’s “palling around” with Khalidi are cases in point.   
I am sure there are more cases to illustrate my points, but the cases above were the most controversial and well-known.  
With regards to a comparative analysis of the U.S. academia with that of Germany, I do not have access to any compelling data to support such an analysis.  I also do not have any experience of teaching in Germany.  Moreover, based on my limited observations, German academia is mired in a pervasive pattern of autocratic and paternalistic hierarchy and a deep-rooted cultural racism which points to a different set of problems.  
Some anecdotal examples to clarify this point:  

1. Note the form of address used in German academic settings which is as follows: Herr Doktor Professor so and so!  (Mr/Mrs. Doctor Professor so and so)
2. Despite the fact that many German scholars (such as Habermas) have enjoyed the status of a public intellectual and are frequently consulted by the media to expound on various issues, I do not recall having seen any “non-Euro-German” scholar consulted by German TV and I cannot vouch for any recent changes, as I have not been back to Germany since Summer of 2007.   Therefore, any discussion on repression of academic freedom in Germany should take note of the added pressure of not-so-subtle cultural racism.  
In this essay, I have not highlighted my gendered positionality, not that I believe my students were “gender-neutral,” in their assessment of my Middle-Eastern-ness, but mainly because I could not provide compelling evidence other than some “gut feelings” to emphasize that aspect.  Finally, I believe I have a much clearer conclusion in this revision.  

