Lena Sawyer—response to revision suggestions by reviewer.  First off—thank you for engaging the paper and taking the time to make suggestions!

Comment: “but I would suggest that the program reference should be acknowledged to be a much wider one applying to more examples of Anthropology graduate education at that time – at least in critical social-cultural anthropology – and not force these events and realizations into such a local mold.  It would be good to move this away from the nostalgic, anecdotal feeling that it now has about Santa Cruz – especially since what happened there also was happening elsewhere; and, it has been happening again and again, decade after decade, for a long time.”

Answer: I have made some changes taking out some of the anecdotes, however added: “Thus while this reflexive paper is grounded in the specifics of my own graduate educative experience and teaching practice today, it aims to open up, rather than provide definitive answers, to thinking about the relationship between experience, engagement and theory.  I want to suggest that experience and our ways of making sense of the world are already framed by “theory”, and one of the transformative roles education can have is by helping us and our students critically reflect upon this relationship.  Theory is not something “out there” but something we all do as we interpret the world and our practice. Understanding this link makes it easier to address why and how teaching should be a key moment of “practicing what we preach.”

Comment:  “It would be good to address the meaning that this one interesting life, and the coherent application of critical anthropology to academic challenges in Sweden, has for anthropological practice more widely today.”

Answer:  I have added the following: “So this is my story, one individual’s reflections on their own experiences of education in anthropology and her current “homing” efforts in the field of social work in Northern Sweden.  I tell this story in this biographical and anecdotal way to remind that anthropology is made up of individuals and their experiences, their ways of interpreting the world through theory.  And to stress that we as teachers need to make our own experiences visible to students, show how they are linked to the theories we use, and the choices we make as teachers, as researchers.  Further, we need to continue to make anthropology (and social work) connected to student’s experiences and understandings of power and the communities they come and show how theory is not something coming from “out there” in books, but indelibly connected to their own everyday and communities.  Role models are also incredibly important, not just historical canonical figures, but also and ultimately, through our own example. The theories we discuss should help them (as well as ourselves) not only to understand the ever changing and new ways global capitalism concretely structures inequalities in the world but also help us to adapt the work we do to transform these relations.”

Comment: “Is engaged anthropology, despite its being talked about a lot more today, actually any more widespread, or easier to achieve?  The author should reflect more widely somewhere on the wider condition of today’s anthropology.”

Answer: I am no longer in anthropology, so it is a bit difficult for me to make any kind of judgment about anth today. 

Comment: “There is the suggestion that “normative power hierarchies built into the education system remained,” despite the upheavals and critical questioning of that earlier period.  Do they still remain, and are they even more firmly entrenched? Or less so today?”

Answer:  Once again it is hard for me to make generalizing statements about anthropology education today compared with earlier times. My paper aims to open up for reflection.

Comment: “The paragraph starting “So when I now look back at my education” is not needed, and I recommend deleting it entirely. It breaks the narrative flow.”

Answer: Deleted

Comment: “Engagement, then, really is connected with theory, and is an outgrowth of it?  That connection might be addressed more explicitly.”

Answer: See above answers

Comment: “In the text, role seems consistently misspelled as “roll.”

Answer: Changed.

So this is my story, one individual’s reflections on their own experiences of education in anthropology and her current “homing” efforts in the field of social work in Northern Sweden.  I tell this story in this biographical and anecdotal way to remind that anthropology is made up of individuals and their experiences, their ways of interpreting the world through theory.  And to stress that we as teachers need to make our own experiences visible to students, show how they are linked to the theories we use, and the choices we make as teachers, as researchers.
