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June 16, 2009

Graeme Wynn

Editor, BC Studies 

University of British Columbia 
Buchanan E162 - 1866 Main Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1

Email. wynn@geog.ubc.ca

Dear Graeme:

Re: “Elusive Unity: The Canadian Labour Party in British Columbia, 1924-1928”

Submission #08MS1018
Please find attached my revised manuscript, “Elusive Unity: The Canadian Labour Party in British Columbia, 1924-1928.” A summary of revisions in included with this letter, along with tables to accompany the manuscript.

As you will see, I have responded substantially to the readers’ suggestions, which demonstrated their engaged, critical, and informed reading of the original manuscript. The product is a more concise and clearly argued manuscript.

I have reworked several sections as recommended by the readers, drawing out the manuscript’s broader implications in the Introduction and Conclusion, and revising the sections on “Origins” and “Communist tactics” for clarity. I have also edited the entire manuscript down for length. The revised manuscript is 34 pages (from 40 pages), in line with Reader A’s suggested reduction of “6-8 pages.” If essential for publication, I can remove additional material, but fear some of the dynamism and clarity of the manuscript may be lost.

Thank you for this opportunity to revise the manuscript for publication in BC Studies. I welcome any additional feedback from you or the journal’s readers.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Isitt

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

Benjamin Isitt,

“Elusive Unity: The Canadian Labour Party in British Columbia, 1924-1928”
Submission #08MS1018
General Revisions

Reduced overall length of manuscript by 6 pages, as suggested by Reader A and Editor

pp. 1-2: revised Introduction to incorporate feedback from both readers

pp. 3-7: rewrote section on the CLP’s origins, moving material from the introduction (in the draft) and condensing the discussion of BC labour and the left before 1924 (as suggested by Reader A)

pp. 12-14: condensed discussion of industrial vs. political action (as suggested by Reader A)

pp. 22-25: reworked section on “Communist Tactics,” amplifying the Communist perspective and incorporating new research (as suggested by Reader B)

pp. 34: revised Conclusion to draw out broader implications of work (as suggested by Reader A)

Specific/Editorial Revisions
p. 1: revised opening statement of CLP’s significant, from “unique” to “distinct” (as suggested Reader B)

p. 1: changed statement on BC workers “embracing” political action in the wake of the 1919 strikes, to “deepening” political involvement, to avoid the impression of rupture from past practices (as suggested Reader B)

p. 1: removed term “pervasive” in description of working-class conservatism and liberalism (as suggested Reader B)

p. 1: added reference to non-communists outrage over “Communist tactics,” to qualify emphasis on Asian enfranchisement debate as single issue behind CLP split (as suggested Reader B)

p. 2: revised first sentence of second paragraph to explicitly identify CLP as unity in a single party (in contrast to the attempt united front coalitions against fascism in the 1930s) (as suggested by Reader  B)
p. 2: added reference to historiography on local conditions in BC politics (Ralston, McDonald) (as suggested Reader A)

p. 4: removed reference to “sects” (as suggested by Reader  B)

p. 8: retained reference to Provincial Party capitalizing on $50,000 campaign contributions from PGE contractors to Liberals and Conservatives (based on Martin Robin, Rush for the Spoils and Hopkins, Canadian Annual Review, 1924) (re query from Reader A)
p. 9: condensed explanation of gerrymandering in relation to Sam Guthrie’s seat (as suggested by Reader A)

pp. 12-13: moderated statement on relationship between Angus MacInnis and FLP and British Labour Party (as suggested by Reader B)

pp. 12-14: removed extraneous material on constitutionality and industrial versus political action (as suggested by Reader A)

p. 14: condensed discussion of 1926 federal election (as suggested by Reader B)

pp. 20-21: condensed discussion of 1926 federal election, removing reference to non-Labour MPs in “Ginger Group” (as suggested by Reader B)

p. 24: corrected list of unions supporting “two candidate” proposal from nine to eight (as suggested by Reader B)

p. 26 (footnotes 116 and 119): pared down list of citations on Asians in BC (as suggested by Reader A)

pp. 27-28: shortened reference to Asian employment in BC sawmills (as suggested by Reader A)

p. 28, note 129: added reference to Peter Ward in citation for Male Minimum Wage Act (1925) (as suggested by Reader A)

p. 29: revised figure for Asian population as proportion of total BC population (from 1/12th to 1/15th (42,000 of 623,000 people in 1927) (as per feedback of Reader A)

pp. 29-30: revised discussion of ILP-CPC tension at 1928 BC CLP convention (as suggested by Reader B)

p. 33: revised phrase on divisions of BC workers “along the axis of Communism” (as per suggestion of Reader A)

p. 33: retained reference to citizens of Asian descent not winning the vote until late 1940s (because of relevance to section on “Oriental enfranchisement) (notwithstanding feedback of Reader A)

General: fixed pagination throughout manuscript (as suggested by Reader B)
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