Vancouver’s Playground Illustrations

1. A crowded  S.S. Britannia alongside the pier at Bowen Island’s Snug Cove, with one of the Sannie foot-passenger ferries and a canoe alongside, pre-1920. Launched by the Terminal Steamship Company in 1902, this was the first vessel to serve the excursion traffic to the island. Source: Vancouver Public Library, accession no. 2881

2. Picnickers and stray cows at the litter-strewn Terminal Steamship Company picnic grounds in Snug Cove, pre-1920. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-429. 

3. The name above the tent in this undated postcard illustration is ‘Sock-Eye Camp,’ suggesting that fishing (not fighting) was a favourite occupation for the men, but this was clearly a family experience as well as a social one. The woman with the apron on the left and the dark-skinned young man in the front right also point to the class dimension of this camp. Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives, photograph box no. 2. 

4. Women in a race at the No. 1 Picnic Grounds in Deep Bay during the Printers’ Dominion Day picnic, 1 July 1912. Encumbered though they were by their long dresses or skirts, some of these young women at least removed their shoes for the race. Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives, photograph box no. 4. 

5. Bird’s-Eye View of Bowen Marine Park. This undated map includes all the main features of the Bowen resort, including the wharf, picnic grounds, bungalows, store (labeled ‘telephone’), bathing beach, dance pavilion, lagoon, tennis courts, orchard, farm buildings, and hotel.  Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives, Union Steamship Company Fonds. 

6. Postcard photo of the ‘Japanese Bridge’ over Killarney Creek, with the duck pond in the foreground. Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives, photograph box no. 9. 

7. Several of the rustic but uniform Bowen Island Resort cottages, with carefully tended window boxes, and fruit trees, ca 1949. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-379. 

8. Several of the suburban-like Bowen Island Resort bungalows, with landscaped lawn, ca 1946. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-382. 

9. Bowen Island Inn in the 1930s, with exotic young monkey tree. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-327. 

10. Harold Brown, manager of the Union Steamship Company from 1924 to 1938, in his Vancouver office. Source: Vancouver Maritime Museum, Union Steamship Co. Collection.

11. Bowen Park store, ca 1945. Now serving as the local library, this is the only USC building apart from a few cottages to have been preserved. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-360. 

12. Cover illustration from a Union Steamship Co. brochure, 1931 (reprint 1930). One of a series of colourful illustrations that focus on athletic and stylish young women. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Add.MSS 75-510-B-6, p. 64.

13. Cover illustration of Union Steamship Co. brochure, 1926. This illustration is transitional in that one of the women remains shielded from the sun. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Add.MSS 75-510-B-6, p. 28.

14. Cover illustration of Union Steamship Co. brochure, 1938. Note that the bathing suit worn by this manicured, tanned, and bleached young woman is not primarily designed for swimming. The shift from the athletic to the strictly sexual female image is already complete by 1938. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Add.MS 75-510-B-6, p. 109.

15. Spencer’s Department Store sales clerks en route to or from the annual company picnic on Bowen Island. In this undated photo, the young women pose in their summer finery, while the young men are in the shadowy foreground. Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives, photograph box no. 2. 

16. Members and families of the Vancouver and District Waterfront Workers Association at the Union dock in Vancouver and aboard the Lady Alexandra and Lady Cecelia, about to depart for their annual picnic to Bowen Island, 1934. Source: Vancouver Public Library, accession no. 2763.

17. Dance in progress at the Bowen Resort dance pavilion, ca 1949. Note the long pants worn by most of the women, and the live band in the background. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-373.

18. Neon Products Employees Annual Picnic, 9 July 1949. Company picnics invariably featured a group photograph, and some of those in the possession of the Bowen Island Archives are considerably larger than this one. The clothing of most of the adults is less formal than that of the pre-war picnickers, with some of the men proudly displaying bare chests, but there is still a distinct absence of non-white faces. Source: Bowen Island Historians Archives.

19. View of adult and children’s pools at Bowen Island Inn, ca 1957. This large pool and patio area illustrates the Union Steamship Company’s short-lived attempt to attract a high-paying tourist clientele in the late 1950s. Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Union Steamship Co. Collection, CVA 374-332.

