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TRANSLATION OF NISGA'A TEXTS 

THE BEGINNING 

Ladies and Gentlemen [literally Chiefs and Matriarchs]. The People 
of the Nass Valley are happy to be able to enter the legislative assembly 
today. To witness the process of the legislature as they debate the 
land of our ancestors. 

It is up to you ladies and gentlemen laders of the government. It is 
up to you! 

I ask you to be courageous, to be steadfast as you are debating the 
lives of the Nisga'a people. 

THE ENDING 

That 's why I am happy, ladies and gentlemen to be able to enter the 
legislative assembly today. So that we may let you know what is in 
our hearts and minds. 

So it is up to you. Every one of you will search your hearts as you 
debate the lives of the Nisga'a people.1 

1 Translated by Verna Williams. 

BC STUDIES, no. 120, Winter 1998/99 no 


