Bibliography of British Columbia Archaeology

In the first BC Studies “Special Issue” on archaeology in 1970 I compiled
an initial twenty-five page “Bibliography of Archaeology in British Colum-
bia” which listed most publications about British Columbian prehistory up
to that time. That bibliography proved a useful tool for British Columbia
archaeologists, and was partially updated in the 1980-81 “Special Issue.”
That included another twenty pages of references, although there was no
intent to make that listing fully comprehensive.

In tune with the accelerating pace of change in almost all aspects of
modern life, since 1981-82 there has been a veritable explosion in the
quantity of material written about British Columbia prehistory. Keeping
abreast of that information has been distinctly challenging for even pro-
fessional archaeologists, and much of it has fallen beyond the reach of
other British Columbians, including the politicians and bureaucrats who
exert some control over how archaeology is carried out in this province.
At the very least, there should be a basic bibliographic file of professional
articles and papers so that interested observers can easily determine what
has been written about their favourite area or topic.

Thus, I hope the following bibliography will provide an initial view of
the large body of written information about British Columbia’s prehistory,
and prove a useful tool for both archaeologists and non-archaeologists.
I have tried to compile all significant monographs, books, and journal
articles of any date not listed in the two previous bibliographies, although
naturally most references post-date 1980. I have also included many
graduate theses bearing on British Columbian prehistory from the three
universities (British Columbia, Simon Fraser, and Victoria) as well as
many of the longer and more significant unpublished “permit-reports,”” or
“Cultural Resource Management reports,” submitted to government or
industry. There are also a large number of smaller unpublished reports
prepared for those agencies which were not included in this bibliography,
and readers are advised to turn to the valuable 343-page “Archaeological
Field Research in British Columbia: An Annotated Bibliography” pro-
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duced by the Archaeology Branch, Victoria, in 1989, for a listing of
that material.

I hope that in combination with the two previous BC Studies biblio-
graphies, this should provide a fairly complete tabulation of written material
bearing on British Columbian prehistory. Of course, it would be foolish to
claim that it is truly comprehensive, and there are undoubtedly a number
of unpublished reports and student theses, in particular, which were missed.
To any individuals who invested many hours of effort in producing reports
which were inadvertently excluded from this listing, I offer my deepest
apologies. That absence is in no way intended to denigrate their work,
but is simply the predictable result of a data file which has expanded
beyond the integrative capacity of any single person. Nevertheless, I hope
that this bibliography overall, in combination with the two earlier editions,
will provide a general listing of archaeological writing about the pre-
contact cultures of this province, and a useful reference-source for all
people beginning to explore that literature.

K. R. Fladmark
Department of Archaeology
Simon Fraser University
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