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The precise nature of the legal rights associated with a mining claim is a
defining element in the development of the mining industry in British
Columbia which sets it apart from the industry in the western United
States. Prior to 1893, the rights of a claimant to pursue a vein outside the
vertical boundaries of the claim were similar in the two jurisdictions. Thereafter, the right of pursuit, commonly known as the extralateral right, was
eliminated in British Columbia in an effort to avoid the litigation which
characterized the application of the extralateral right in the United States.
In the western states this element of the mining law was frequently seen as
an encouragement to lawyers and "the 'litigating classes' who used the law
for expropriation" rather than to miners and mining companies:
Rocky Mountain miners quipped that the surest way to discover a bonanza
was to check the court records, and other local wits insisted that if a mine was
not in pay dirt and was not in barren ground then it must certainly be in
litigation.
Humour aside, frequent suits based on the extralateral right slowed the
pace of development in many mining camps and were a constant drain on
the "financial strength of a capital-shy industry." 2
While no claims located in British Columbia after 1893 had an extralateral right, those located prior to the change in the law retained the right.
Several attempts were made to use the provision to secure control of valuable mineral deposits in the Rossland and Slocan mining districts — the
heartland of the British Columbia hard-rock mining industry — which had
been located under the earlier rules. The first and most significant case,
1
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heard in 1898-99, involved the Centre Star and Iron Mask mining companies in Rossland. In this case the provincial courts followed a distinctive
path, ensuring that the dislocations attending extralateral suits in the
United States would not be repeated in British Columbia. Every attempt
to introduce American legal procedures and precedents into the proceedings — actions which frequently turned trials into circuses and almost always delayed the development of the mines in question — was denied. Due
more to the procedures established during the trials than to the outcome,
the extralateral right was eliminated as a source of litigation in British Co*lumbia well before it produced its most spectacular and disruptive cases
in the United States. The actions of the British Columbia courts in regard
to the extralateral right underscored the intentions of the provincial government to provide a stable legal climate, distinct from that of the United
States, to encourage the expansion of hard-rock mining in the province. 3
*

*

*

Despite differing political and legal antecedents, the general structure
of the mining laws in the western United States and in British Columbia
is assumed to have evolved along similar lines during the second half of the
nineteenth century. The one distinction noted by most commentators is the
early assertion of the authority of the government of British Columbia over
mining activity. Whereas ad hoc miners' meetings were the initial source
of authority in the mining districts of the American west, the rules under
which the industry developed in British Columbia were established by the
colonial and subsequent provincial governments. The content of the law,
particularly the methods of acquiring mineral claims and the rights associated with them, was sufficiently similar that individuals and mining companies based in one jurisdiction could operate comfortably in the other. 4
3
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The easy movement of men and capital across the United States border
into British Columbia is a central theme in the growth of mining in the
province. American placer miners were important players in the Big Bend,
Fraser River, and Cariboo gold rushes of the 1850s and 1860s. American
mining companies were major participants in the initial development of
lode mining in the Boundary and Kootenay districts, the base for the subsequent expansion of the industry. The similarity in the law and the support
given to it by the courts in British Columbia allowed one Canadian observer to note in 1893 :
The difference of nationality does not appear to have any deterring effect
upon the class of men whom we desire to attract from the other side of the
line. The Province has made its mining laws almost uniform with those in
force in the United States, our political institutions do not trouble them, and
our judicial system is to them an object of admiration.. . .5
During the 1890s and the first decades of the twentieth century, the
corporate and technical structure of the mining industries in British Columbia and throughout the world changed dramatically to reflect the
emergence of business enterprises based on centralized administrations and
economics of scale. Smaller companies were increasingly supplanted by
larger corporations, and the mechanics of mining shifted from the labourintensive working of relatively small, high-grade veins of gold and silver
ores to the mechanized exploitation of massive, low-grade deposits or copper and other base metals. The technical innovations of the previous fifty
years were integrated to create mining methods similar to, if not identical
with, the mass production systems emerging in manufacturing. 6
Beyond new managerial structures and engineering practices, the mining of low-grade mineral deposits required secure title to large blocks of
ground. Companies without firm control over their basic resource — the
mining claims — could be and frequently were held hostage by a succession
of court challenges. One of the elements of the law encouraging such adverse actions was the extralateral right : The holder of a mineral claim was
5
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entitled to follow the vein which outcropped within the boundaries of the
claim to its furthest extent even if it ran under the boundaries of an adjacent claim and interfered with operations on that claim.
In the United States, the courts were called upon time and time again
to address challenges to the ownership of mining claims based on the extralateral right until the significance of the issue was finally reduced through
the acquisition of large blocks of mining ground by the emerging mining
conglomerates. In British Columbia, the previously established central control of the industry by the provincial government allowed a more expedient
solution: the extralateral right was removed from the Mines Act during
the early expansion of lode mining in the province. The simple expedient
of revising the law encouraged the emergence of large mining companies
in British Columbia without the delays and additional costs associated with
the same process in the United States. The province's action in 1893 effectively addressed a problem that was not generally resolved in the United
States until the 1920s.
In part, the change in the British Columbia mining Act can be credited
to the later development of lode mining in the province. The Kootenay
region was not rapidly developed until the mid-1880s, twenty-five years
after the opening of the mines in Nevada's Comstock Lode. It may be
argued that fewer established operations and fewer vested interests were
inconvenienced by the elimination of the extralateral right — a frequent
explanation for the retention of the practice in the western United States.
On the other hand, many of the companies operating in the Kootenays and
the boundary district were American-owned and followed American practices. They would have viewed the extralateral right as nothing unusual,
perhaps even as a mechanism to be used against their competitors in a
mining camp as was common in neighbouring Idaho and Montana. In
this light, the decision to eliminate the extralateral right is a significant
revision of the rights associated with a mineral claim and an important
aide on the part of the government to the development of the mining
industries by reducing the opportunity for legal disputes.7
•3f

#
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The extralateral right is a fundamental element of United States mining
law as applied to public lands. It allows the holder of a hard-rock mineral
claim "to pursue a vein on its downward course, outside of and beyond
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vertical planes drawn through the side Unes of the lode location, into and
underneath the surface of adjoining or contiguous lands." The vein need
not be exposed at the surface as long as its apex, that is, the point where it
comes closest to the surface, is within the boundaries of the claim. The
principle has been referred to as the dip right, the right of lateral pursuit,
and the law of the apex, as well as the extralateral right. By any name, the
purpose of the right is to guarantee to the claimant the full benefits of any
mineralization discovered within the surface boundaries of a mineral
claim.8
The provision has been a source of legal conflict and expense since at
least 1863, when the Burning Moscow Mining Company sued the Ophir
Mining Company for control of a relatively worthless vein in Nevada's
Comstock Lode. The suit eventually resulted in the Burning Moscow assuming control of the Ophir and three other mining companies operating
in the same immediate area. 9 As the mining industry in the western United
States expanded during the second half of the nineteenth century, the
extralateral right became an "enormously productive engine of conflict and
confusion," and a highly specialized field of legal practice: "extralateral
rights disputes were infamous among miners, and famous among lawyers,
who were often the only ones to reap a benefit from the provision."10 In
many cases, suits brought under the extralateral rights provisions amounted
8

Curtis H. Lindley, A Treatise on the American Law Relating to Mines and Mineral
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Black's Law Dictionary, 4th ed. (St. Paul: West, 1951), 699. The benefits of this
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It does not convey rights to the entire vein as it might extend beyond the 600-foot
end lines. This limitation was designed to discourage monopoly control of a discovery.
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to little more than legalized thievery.11 By 1900, the proliferation of often
opportunistic and always expensive extralateral suits directly encouraged
the professionalization of geology and contributed to the consolidation of
mining ground by large, well-capitalized mining companies. 12
British Columbia adopted the extralateral right from American practice,
including it in basic mining law until 1892. To avoid the explosion of
extralateral rights litigation that accompanied the expansion of the mining
industry in the United States, amendments to the Mineral Act in 1893
substituted vertical claim boundaries for the apex provisions. This occurred
fairly early in the development of the province's hard-rock mining industry.
Still, valid claims located prior to 1892 retained their extralateral rights,
and a number of these were embroiled in court challenges, especially in the
rich West Kootenay Mining District. The most famous of these cases, Iron
Mask Mining Co. v. Centre Star Mining Co., pitted two American-owned
Rossland mines against each other in what became the most expensive and
protracted mining litigation in the province prior to 1900.13 It was the
first such case in British Columbia and established the procedure in all
subsequent conflicts based on the principle. 14 In a larger sense, the notoriety surrounding the Iron Mask/Centre Star case ensured that the apex rule
would never again be a part of the mining law in British Columbia or
Canada. 15 This confirmed the view of an American authority, "that any
community which has once experienced the evils of that system, and has
escaped from them by abandoning it, would ever dream of returning to
it." 16
The extralateral right grew out of the miners' codes of the western United States — codes adopted at public meetings in locally defined and in11
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dependency established mining districts.17 After the Mexican American
War, the military government of the territory ceded to the United States
generally ignored Mexican mining law, although existing federal law was
not extended into this new jurisdiction.18 With the discovery of placer gold
in 1848, the local authorities simply elected to "permit all to work freely"
on federal lands. Local regulations created by the miners themselves filled
the void and established policies for "civil rights and remedies, crimes and
punishments as well as providing for the possession and enjoyment of
mineral claims." 19
The 1850 act of admission which brought California into the union as a
state made no reference to mineral lands, and the system of locally established mining codes continued in force.20 Similar practices were followed in
new mining areas as gold and silver were discovered throughout the west.
These codes usually granted a dip right to the owner of a mining claim.
Claim locations were typically described in terms of rectangular surface
boundaries, but it was the vein exposed within those boundaries, not the
surface area, to which title was granted. A claimant had the right to follow
the vein onto adjoining properties, and others could stake unclaimed veins
exposed within the surface boundaries of an existing mineral location.21
The dip right and the extralateral right which evolved from it embodied
a simplistic understanding of geological structures. As long as mining took
place in the highly visible and roughly parallel quartz veins common to the
early discoveries — likened to "a slice of ham in a sandwich" — the system
17
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worked reasonably well.22 Unfortunately, vein structures are rarely uniform : they fork and twist, double back on themselves, and cross at every
angle in the quadrant. They end abruptly at faults and may or may not
reappear on the other side. Ore bodies are not necessarily visible to the
naked eye or even contained in the popular conception of a vein. The
contradictory decisions flowing from attempts to apply the apex rule reflect
the complexity of geology. The extensive body of case law which had
emerged by 1880 suggests that the conditions necessary to hold claims and
the rights associated with them were being continually redefined.23
United States federal law enshrined the right to pursue ore in continuous
leads, as well as many other provisions of the early miners' codes. The Act
of 26 July 1866, the first general federal statute on mining, established in
principle : "That rights which had been acquired in these lands under a
system of local rules, with the apparent acquiescence and sanction of the
government, should be recognized and confirmed."24 The subsequent Mining Act of 1872, which forms the basis for current mining law, continued
to permit local mining districts to make their own rules but only in so far
as these did not conflict with the act and other laws of the United States.
It also established uniform rules on the size of claims, methods of location,
and patent procedures. Methods to alienate mineral lands restricted but
did not eliminate the idea that the claim applied to the lode and not the
surface area contained within its boundaries. Section 3 of the Act specified
the exclusive right of possession and enjoyment of all the surface included
within the lines of their locations, and of all veins, lodes, and ledges throughout their entire depth, the top or apex of which lies inside of such surface lines
extended down vertically, although such veins, lodes, or ledges may so far
depart from a perpendicular in their course downward as to extend outside
the vertical side-lines of such surface-locations.25
The mining industry dealt with the discrepancy between a relatively
simple concept in law and a complex geological reality in a number of
22
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ways. In the copper districts of southern Arizona the ore was contained in
large replacement bodies which bore a stronger resemblance to clouds than
to veins. By common consent, the mine owners of the region agreed to abide
by vertical boundaries and ignore the extralateral right. Such accommodation was the exception rather than the rule. In most jurisdictions the right
was vigorously asserted and frequently argued in court. By 1900, an increasing number of lawyers earned their living exclusively from extralateral
rights cases, and many mining engineers and geologists specialized as expert witnesses. Whenever possible, precise knowledge of the geological
structures in question was demonstrated through three-dimensional models.
These quickly became essential elements in the evidence presented at trial,
even if they were constructed on less than perfect knowledge. Since the
evidence usually consisted of a parade of competing expert witnesses with
the attendant opportunities for theatrical displays, the cases were almost
always argued before a jury. 26
The most famous series of cases was heard in Butte, Montana. The
Standard Oil Trust, through the Amalgamated Copper Mining Company,
used the extralateral right as a vehicle to establish economic and political
control over the copper mines of Butte, the government of Montana, and
the administration of justice in the state. The rich copper deposits, the complex geology of the area, and the often casual methods initially employed
to locate claims all provided motive and opportunity for suits on a grand
scale. Since injunctions granted prior to the resolution of the dispute frequently prohibited working in the contested area, the simple act of launching a suit was often an effective form of legal blackmail. Out-of-court
settlements were cheaper than the prospect of waging a protracted court
battle in a less than impartial atmosphere. Between 1898 and 1906, the
"War of the Apex" pitted F. Augustus Heinze against Marcus Daly, the
Amalgamated Copper Mining Company — the predecessor of the giant
Anaconda Copper Mining Company — and the Standard Oil Trust.
Among other things, Heinze was a "court house miner" who exploited
inconsistencies in mining titles and often initiated extralateral rights suits
on speculation. He portrayed himself as a David fighting the Goliath of
the robber barons for control of "the richest hill on earth." In the end, the
antagonists tired of the continuous conflict and the Amalgamated resolved
the question by purchasing the majority of the mining companies operating
26
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in the area, including those owned by Heinze. By 1909, the Anaconda
company was the largest single corporation in the world copper industry.27
#

#

*

Tide to Canada's mineral wealth has resided with the Crown since
colonial times. By the time mining activity became a concern of government, the legal vacuum which in the western United States permitted the
emergence of local mining districts with their miners' codes was a thing of
the past. Section 109 of the British North America Act continued colonial
practice, reserving "all lands, mines, minerals and royalties" to the provinces at the time of union. 28 The regalian right was first formally asserted
in what is now British Columbia in 1853.29 Nonetheless, American miners
and American practice had an impact on the mining law of British Columbia throughout the second half of the nineteenth century.
Colonial regulations to control metals mining were first issued in 1853,
to counter an anticipated rush of Californians to the Queen Charlotte
Islands in search of gold. On the advice of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, Governor Douglas proclaimed that "all mines of gold, and all
gold in its natural place of deposit.. . whether on the lands of the Queen,
or any of her Majesty's subjects, belong to the Crown." Based on the mining
rules developed in Australia, the provisional regulations issued along with
this proclamation established a licensing system for miners. They also
reserved to the colonial government the right to regulate "the extent and
position of land to be covered by each license."30
The true test of sovereignty over mining lands came during the Fraser
River Gold Rush of 1858 and the subsequent Cariboo Gold Rush. The
thousands of would-be miners who moved into the nearly unpopulated
27
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mainland of British Columbia were familiar with the rude democracy of
the American mining frontier. In direct contrast, the colonial governor
administered the gold fields through the appointed office of the Gold Commissioner. The Gold Fields Act of 1859 did allow for the election of local
mining boards, but they were not independent bodies. Any action they
might undertake regarding the holding and working of claims had no force
unless and until approved by the governor. The governor could dissolve any
mining board at his pleasure. 31
While the sources of the mining law of British Columbia and the western
United States differed, their content was similar, particularly the rights
bestowed on quartz or hard rock claims.32 For example, the Gold Mining
Ordinance of 1867 associated quartz claims with the strike of the vein as
well as with a specific surface area. Under the Ordinance, mineral claims
were defined as:
150 feet in length, measured along the lode or vein, with power to follow the
lode or vein and its spurs, dips, and angles, anywhere on or below the surface
included between the two extremities of such length of 150 feet, but not to
advance upon or beneath the surface of the earth more than 100 feet in a
lateral direction from the main lode or vein, along which the claim is
measured,33
Following the American miners' codes, the limited extralateral right
awarded by this provision was intended to convey significant rights to a
discovery while restricting a single claimant's ability to monopolize the
entire vein. In line with this, the Ordinance of 1867 limited to two the
number of claims that the discoverers could hold.34
The province's Gold Mining Amendment Act of 1872 assigned full and
unrestricted extralateral rights to mineral claims.35 The 1884 Mineral Act
31

See sections 34 and 37 of the Gold Fields Act, 1859, in Martin, op. cit., 545, 546. For
a discussion of the early development of mining law and authority in British Columbia
see Trimble, op. cit., 187-214. T h e problems associated with the imposition of colonial control over the largely American miners in the Fraser River are discussed in
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reasserted this distinctly American view of the rights associated with a lode
claim, in language taken directly from the United States Act of 1872. The
extralateral right was fully in force during the initial period of sustained
growth in the mining industry of British Columbia. 36 By 1890, numerous
problems with the 1884 Act led to a major revision of mining laws, but did
not alter the Act's language concerning extralateral rights. 37
In the spring of 1892, James Kellie, member of the provincial legislature
for the predominantly mining riding of Kootenay West, introduced a bill
to amend the Mineral Act by replacing the apex rule with vertical side
boundaries. There was little debate on the proposal since its other provisions — such as a requirement that all mine employees purchase free
miners licences — were more contentious. When the member for Kootenay
East, another mining riding, questioned the extinction of extralateral
rights, he was told that "the apex system used at present led to litigation." 38
Mineral claims granted after this amendment came into force were bounded by side lines and had no extralateral rights, but existing claims in good
standing retained their apex provisions;39
The province's mining industry appears to have welcomed the change;
there was certainly no vocal opposition. In 1895 the newly founded British
Columbia Mining Record applauded the move and referred to> the evils of
the apex provision in an editorial:
It stopped a fruitful source of litigation. In the United States the law allows
the owner of a mineral claim to follow his vein or lode beyond his side lines.

36
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to follow such lode or vein and its spurs, dips, and angles anywhere on or below the
surface included between the two extreme ends. . . ." The identification of the claim
with the specific mineralized vein is evident in this statute.
Cf. section 64 of the Mineral Act, 1884 (47 Victoria. Chapter 10) with section 3
of the General Mining Act of 10 May 1872 (Title X X X I I , Chapter 6, Revised
Statutes) quoted above. By way of contrast, Ontario's mining regulations provided
for the sale of mineral lands based on surface area as early as 1864 while British
Columbia and U.S. regulations still identified the claim with the vein or lode. See
H. V. Nelles, The Politics of Development; Forests, Mines and Hydro-Electric Power
in Ontario, 1849-1941 (Toronto: Macmillan, 1975), 19-31? esp. 21. The development of the lode mining industry in the Kootenay Region of British Columbia is
summarized in Harold A. Innis, "Settlement and the Mining Frontier," in Canadian
Frontiers of Settlement, eds. W. A. Mackintosh and W. L. G. J œ r g , vol. I X (Toronto: Macmillan, 1936), 270-320.
See section 31, Mineral Act, 1891 (54 Victoria. Chapter 25).
Victoria Daily Times (8 April 1892) contained in B.C. Provincial Library, Sessional
Clippings Books, 1891-1972, Provincial Archives and Records Service [of British
Columbia], GR 1480, Reel B-254. See also Victoria Daily Colonist 67,100 (9 April
1892): 6 and 67, 102 (12 April 1892): 6.
See sub-section ( b ) , section 15, Mineral Act (1891) Amendment Act, 1893 (56
Victoria. Chapter 2 9 ) .
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The side lines of a claim are supposed to run parallel with the vein or lode,
but often claims are staked before the direction of the vein or ledge is known.
The direction is often not known until work on adjoining claims is done. Then
comes the dispute as to the ownership of the ore in the vein. In British Columbia, the law is so plain that all disputes can be settied by calling in the
services of a surveyor.40
*
#
*
The Mining Record's optimistic assessment of the changes in the mining
law — and the intent of the Act — was put to the test within two years.
A surveyor was called in by the Iron Mask Mining Company shortly after
it encountered a tunnel driven by the adjacent Centre Star Mining Company while sinking a shaft near the border between the two companies5
claims in late September 1897. Initially, the apparent trespass was dealt
with in a congenial manner: the connection was sealed with a door and
guards posted to prevent further intrusions by either party. According to
the Rossland Miner, the disputed area was "a large body of iron-stained
rock on each side of the [claim] line and hence an ordinary survey would
not settle the dispute, as it might still be an apex question as to which claim
contained the true apex of the vein." 41
Despite the newspaper's cautionary note, the Iron Mask completed its
survey and began removing ore from the disputed tunnel. The Centre Star
responded by seeking and receiving an injunction prohibiting the Iron
Mask from interfering with its workings inside the side lines of the Iron
Mask claim. On appeal, the Supreme Court of British Columbia upheld
the injunction. As part of the ruling, the Centre Star also agreed to suspend operations in the disputed area while ownership of the vein was
contested on the basis of the extralateral right.42
The two companies mined the rich copper-gold ores of Red Mountain
at Rossland, British Columbia. Since both had been located under the
provisions of the 1884 Mineral Act, they possessed full extralateral rights.
At the time of the first injunction, the Iron Mask was a shipping mine. The
Centre Star, the earlier of the two locations, was in the late stages of development but did not begin regular ore shipments until July 1898. Both
were American companies. The Iron Mask, with head offices in Spokane,
Washington, was held primarily by the Corbin interests of Butte, Montana.
Corbin's other concerns in the Rossland area included the Red Mountain
Railway and the smelter at nearby Northport, Washington. The Centre
40
41
42

British Columbia Mining Record 1,1 (October 1895) : 5Rossland Miner 1,252 (28 September 1897): 3.
Rossland Miner 1,262 (3 October 1897): 3 ; 1,262 (12 October 1897): 3 ; 1,297
(11 November 1 8 9 7 ) : 31 a n d Victoria Daily Colonist (16 November 1897) '• 6.
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Star was owned by a Butte-based company until August 1898, when it was
sold to the aggressive Toronto-based Gooderham Blackstock syndicate. 43
Although the question of ownership of the disputed vein did not come
to trial until the spring of 1899, both companies appeared frequently before
the Supreme Court of British Columbia prior to the trial date. On 24 December 1898, Mr. Justice Walkem, acting for the Full Court, closed a long
series of actions centred around the injunction against working in the disputed ground. He ruled that the Iron Mask had the right to all the ore
within the vertical lines of their claim until the extralateral rights claim of
the Centre Star was proved or disproved at trial. He stressed the new and
unusual nature of the case and ruled on the basis of the rights assigned
under the 1884 Mineral Act and the 1892 amendments. "The parties here
have equal rights, depending, however, on different titles. The Centre Star
has a right to follow a vein into> the adjoining claim. The Iron Mask, until
that vein is proved, have a right to all the ore. . . . " In the meantime, the
injunction prohibiting either party from working in the area remained in
force.44
The decision gave a strong boost to the already active stock of the Iron
Mask. Prior to the hearing, speculation was that either the Corbin syndicate was trying to increase its position in the mine or that the GooderhamBlackstock syndicate was attempting to gain control of the company. The
continued advance of the stock after Mr. Justice Walkem's ruling was
taken by many as evidence of the Iron Mask's ultimate victory.45
The appeal heard in December rehearsed the arguments advanced during the trial. The Iron Mask claimed that the vein followed by the Centre
Star did not have its apex on Centre Star ground and that its continuity —
essential to support the extralateral right — was destroyed by a fault. The
Centre Star, on the other hand, asserted that it had the apex and that the
43

44
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John Spencer Church, "Mining Companies in the West Kootenay and Boundary
Regions of British Columbia, 1890-1900; Capital Formation and Financial Operations," MA. Thesis in History, University of British Columbia, 1961, 81-83, 290,
292; Innis, op cit., 290-93; Rossland Miner 2,212 (13 August 1898): 4 ; 2,213 (14
August 1898) : 1; and Daily Colonist (23 November 1897) : 3. T h e acquisitive role
of the Gooderham and Blackstock syndicate is discussed in Jeremy Mouat, "Mining
in the Settler Dominions : A Comparative Study of the Industry in Three Communities From the 1880s to the First World War," PhD. dissertation in History, University
of British Columbia, 1988; see Chapter IV, "The Emergence and Growth of Cominco, 1898-1920," 132-81.
Centre Star Mining Co. v. Iron Mask Mining Co. ; Iron Mask Mining Co. v. Centre
Star Mining Co., 6 B.C. 355 (1898) quoted in Martin,, op. cit., 274; Rossland Miner
3, 22 (25 December 1898) : 1 ; and Daily Colonist 80, 101 (9 October 1898) : 6; 8 1 ,
8 (20 December 1898) : 8; 81, 13 (25 December 1898) : 7.
Rossland Miner 2,302 (8 December 1898) : 4 ; 3, 25 (29 December 1898) : 3 ; and
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fault was merely a fracture. Furthermore, it sought repeatedly to be allowed
to do additional underground work in order to prove its contentions. Company lawyers argued that "it is impossible for the case to be properly tried
unless this work is allowed to be done, that being the only way in which
the true facts can be properly shewn [sic]." There was no hard geological
evidence to support either argument. Several expert witnesses had been
called, including William A. Carlyle, the recently retired Provincial Mineralogist, who supported the Centre Star's argument. Mr. Justice Walkem's
decision to deny permission was based on his opinion that he did not have
the power to allow the work. That right should be reserved to the trial
judge. 46
As the date for the trial approached, the Victoria Daily Colonist noted
the increasing level of public interest in the case and speculated that "no
case has probably been before the Courts of British Columbia in more ways
than [this] now celebrated case. . . ." Perhaps hoping to capitalize on the
popular perception that it was fighting against large eastern interests, the
Iron Mask petitioned for a jury trial, a common tactic in similar U.S. cases.
The request was subsequently abandoned, and the trial was scheduled to
be heard before Mr. Justice Walkem in the Miners' Hall at Rossland on
17 April 1899.*7
As in the United States, expert witnesses were called upon to play a
major role. According to the Rossland Miner, "the best mining talent in
the United States has been engaged" by the Centre Star Company. The
list was impressive. Clarence King, the founder and first director of the
United States Geological Survey, Louis Janin, a noted metallurgist, and
Rossiter Raymond, one of the founders of the prestigious Engineering and
Mining Journal and the president of the United States Mining Institute,
were all to appear for the company. The three men were highly respected,
and Raymond had frequently acted in a similar role in U.S. cases.48
46

Martin, op. cit., 269-74. In a dissenting opinion, Mr. Justice Martin noted that under
U.S. procedures the right to do further work would probably be allowed as long as it
was confined to investigating the vein in question (278-80).
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Daily Colonist 81,120 (24 March 1899): 5 ; and Rossland Miner 3,107 (4 April
1899): 1.
Rossland Miner 3,120 (20 April 1899) : 1. King had extensive personal experience
with the western mines and was the geologist-in-charge and a major contributor to
the Report of the Geological Exploration of the Fortieth Parallel, Professional Papers
of the Engineer Department, U.S. Army, No. 18, the third volume of which dealt
with the mining industry. Janin had first hand knowledge of the importance of
mineralogical identifications through his long employment on the Gomstock Lode.
Raymond was a legal expert on the extralateral right as well as a German trained
engineer. See his "Law of the Apex," op. cit. T h e three constituted one of the most
prestigious panels it was possible to assemble.
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When the trial finally opened, the Iron Mask's lawyers attacked the
Centre Star's title to the claim under the 1884 Act and argued that the
Iron Mask was, in fact, the earlier of the two locations on the disputed
ground. 49 Nevertheless, the alleged nature of the Centre Star's vein was
the keystone of the Iron Mask's case. Secure in the prohibition against
exploratory work in the disputed area, company lawyers argued that no
such vein existed, it had no apex on the Centre Star's ground, and that it
was not continuous. Given the convoluted geology of the border between
the two mines, they asserted the vein in question had its apex on the Iron
Mask claim. The Centre Star denied all of the Iron Mask's claims and
once again requested leave "to do certain experimental work underground,
and in the territory lying under the boundary line of the Iron Mask" in
order to transform geological inferences into physical fact.50
Arguments pertaining to the defence motion occupied the first full day
of the trial, with most of the case law being drawn from the American
courts. Finally, Mr. Justice Walkem reserved his decision, and the parade
of expert witnesses began with Clarence King at centre stage. After establishing his credentials and describing the general geology and mining history of the Rossland area, he suggested that the contested vein probably
had its apex on the Centre Star claim. He also suggested that two distinct
veins might intersect in the same area. Neither position was based on direct
observation. 51
On 29 April 1899, Mr. Justice Walkem ruled on the Centre Star motion
and allowed that company to proceed with the requested experimental
work. The Iron Mask immediately demanded an adjournment of sixty to
ninety days in which to conduct similar work to bolster its case. Two days
later its lawyers announced that the circumstances of the case were so
changed by the ruling that they were no longer prepared to proceed. Finally, on 3 May after additional conflicting technical evidence had been
presented, the case was adjourned sine die with costs ajssigned to the Iron
49

The trial attracted so much attention in the mining community that the British
Columbia Mining Record serialized the transcript and published much of it between
November 1899 and September 1900. Subsequent references to this transcript of
Iron Mask Gold Mining Company (Foreign) v. Centre Star Mining and Smelting
Company (Foreign), George Gooderham and Thomas Gibbs Blackstock will follow
the form Trans., Mining Record. E. V. Bodwell and A. H. Macneil appeared for the
plaintiffs while A. P. Davis and A. C. Gait acted for the Centre Star.
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Mask.52 While the Iron Mask retired to prepare yet another appeal, the
assembled mining experts took their leave. Shortly thereafter, the New
York based Engineering and Mining Journal passed editorial judgement
on their performance :
This case, which had been on trial at Rossland for 15 days, with prominent
mining engineers as experts on either side, came to an abrupt end . . . Much
of the testimony of the experts summoned was contradictory, and the actual
merits of the case are unknown.53
Immediately after gaining the permission of the court, the Centre Star
commenced an aggressive development programme in the disputed ore and
by mid-May was making small shipments from the vein. Despite unrestricted access to the area, reports in the press continued to state: "Nothing
positive as to the continuity of the vein which is alleged to apex on the
Centre Star ground has been established yet."54 Even though the case was
technically unresolved, the general opinion in the mining industry was that
the Iron Mask had lost.55 The final hearing on the Iron Mask's appeal of
the inspection order was held in late November 1899. The order was upheld, and a variation in the assignment of costs was granted. 56
A piece of doggerel entitled "The Red Star and the Iron Cask; A
Resume" published in the Mining Record satirized the anticlimactic conclusion of the industry's cause célèbre. After presenting an image of the
court's clerk utterly confused with the array of evidence, the two final
verses leave little of the writer's opinion to the imagination.
Leaving him with his delusion
We must haste to our conclusion,
The judge's wise decision when the last long speech was said,
Well, to give it a trice — he
Took the matter sub-judice
While the lawyers went to Europe and the litigants — to bed.
L'Envor
Doe and Roe, much out of pocket
Each by a leg loose in its socket
52
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Game together by appointment and here my language fails
For I tell it to my sorrow
Roe and Doe from me did borrow
A silver dol. to arbitrate with good old heads and tails.57
Precedents set hi the case were important, despite the disappointment
felt by the public audience. The way in which the case was handled greatly
reduced the potential success of other speculative suits launched on the
basis of inferred extralateral rights, since orders allowing or even requiring
exploratory work to establish hard geological evidence were confirmed.
Of equal importance, the opportunity to manipulate expert testimany for
the amusement of jurors was also precluded. 58 As a result, a number of
similar conflicts raised in the Rossland area and elsewhere in the province
were simply abandoned by mutual consent of the parties. Those that did
come to trial were handled with dispatch. 59 As to the facts in the Iron Mask
v. Centre Star case, a geologist acceptable to both sides finally examined
the source of the problem and concluded that "The Iron Mask and Centre
Star veins intersect." 60 A private settlement was subsequently arranged.
#

#

#

The emergence of larger mining companies during the first decades of
the twentieth century reflected fundamental changes in the structure of the
mining industries. Control over large and often ill-defined low-grade ore
bodies replaced the nineteenth century emphasis on high-grade vein structures as the basis for continued expansion in the industry, and became the
precondition for profitable operations. 61 In the western United States, the
continuance of the extralateral right in the mining law was a common
problem associated with the acquisition of large blocks of ground. Court
house miners, small claim holders, and larger competing interests were
frequently able to frustrate or delay efforts to assemble the extensive ore
reserves necessary for mass mining. Consequently, the cost of establishing
a large mining operation was substantially increased. Only after the First
World War were the rules of procedure in the state and federal courts
57
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revised to the point where extralateral rights suits became difficult to
launch. Despite repeated calls to reform the mining law by doing away
with the extralateral right, it remains a part of the mining law in the United
States.68
In British Columbia, the elimination of the extralateral right from the
mining law during the early stages of the expansion of the lode mining
industries and the establishment of much stricter rules in the provincial
courts eliminated a major impediment to the consolidation movement.
During the course of the Iron Mask v. Centre Star case, the Toronto-based
Gooderham Blackstock syndicate purchased the Centre Star mine and
subsequently merged its operations with adjacent mines. Over the next ten
years, declining ore grades, lower revenues, and increased costs led to the
acquisition of many of the previously independent mining companies in
the district. By 1911, all the mines on Rossland's Red Mountain were controlled by the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company of Canada
( Cominco ). Unlike the birth of Anaconda in the United States, the emergence of Cominco was not hindered by numerous legal challenges based
on the extralateral right.63
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