Contributors to this Issue

Linda Akan was Saulteaux, an artist, teacher, writer, and compassionate critic in
First Nations schooling. She completed a master's program in international and
intercultural education at the University of Alberta. She was also a consultant for
the Edmonton School Board and was a tireless worker at Ben Calf Robe School in
Edmonton. Linda passed away in 1993.

Carol Bamhardt has worked in the field of cross-cultural education in Alaska
since 1970. She serves as head of Elementary Teacher Education Programs in the
School of Education at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Her teaching and
research have focused on the preparation of culturally responsive teachers for
Alaska's unique educational contexts.

Opal Charters-Voght is a member of the Thompson-Okanagan Nation and a
graduate of the Ts"kel Graduate Studies (MEd, Administration) at the University
of British Columbia. She is the principal of the N'Kwala School, which serves the
children of the Upper Nicola Band in Douglas Lake, BC.

Felicity Jules, Shuswap (Secwepemc) Nation, was born and raised on the
Kamloops Indian reserve. She was an elementary school teacher. Felicity is
currently the Assistant Supervisor for the Native Indian Teacher Education
Program (NITEP) at the University of British Columbia. She also taught First
Nations studies courses and was an on-campus and program coordinator for
NITEP.

VernaJ. Kirkness, a member of the Cree Nation, is Professor Emeritus of the
University of British Columbia's Faculty of Education. She was the founding
Director of the First Nations House of Learning and Ts™*kel Graduate Studies at
UBC. Verna was one of the recipients of the National Aboriginal Achievement
Awards (1994) and was inducted into the Order of Canada in 1999.

Carl Urion is a member of the Dearborn River Metis. He is retired from the
University of Alberta Departments of Anthropology and Educational Policy
Studies. Carl was an editor of the Canadian Journal of Native Education for seven
years. He has published widely and has worked tirelessly for the advancement of
First Nations education and research. He continues to mentor graduate students,
as well as conduct research and write.

Gail Guthrie Valaskakis is the daughter of an enrolled member of the Lac du
Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa and was raised on the Lac du
Flambeau reservation in Wisconsin. She is Director of Research at the Aboriginal
Healing Foundation and a former Dean of Arts and Science at Concordia
University in Montreal. She has written widely on northern Native
communications and was a founding member of the boards of Manitou College,
the Montreal Native Friendship Centre, and Waseskun Native Halfway House.
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