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ABSTRACT: Current mar�et logic� in environmental governance �or con�ervation an� �u�taina�ilit� ten� to �i�ag�Current mar�et logic� in environmental governance �or con�ervation an� �u�taina�ilit� ten� to �i�ag�
gregate nonhuman nature� into �i�crete unit� to which monetar� value can attach, �uch that the�e new unit� ma� �e 
relea�e� into mar�et� o� circulating commo�itie� where the� can accrue more “value.” A� Bram Bü�cher an� Jame� Igoe 
�e�cri�e an� theori�e in “Nature on the Move” I an� II, new techno�configuration� o� nature permit it� circulation in 
emerging environmental mar�et�, an� the gathering o� more moneti�e� value through proli�erating pro�uct exchange�. 
The new “value entitie�” with which the�e circulation� are a��ociate� require a��traction� o� nature’� immanent vitalit� 
�o a� to manu�acture an� ma�e commen�ura�le tra�a�le unit� �eeme� repre�entative o� nature health an� harm. 
Through the�e �e� an� re�territoriali�ation� o� nature, “value” ma� �e create� �or �ome �ut argua�l� patholog� i� 
enhance� �or all. The�e a��traction� proli�erate a nature that i� �i�tant, �tille� an� tran�cen�ent, at the �ame time a� 
tuning out the communiqués o� other(e�) �u�taina�ilit� practice� an� �ocionature po��i�ilitie�. M� contri�ution in thi� 
thir� panel o� our “Nature on the Move” tript�ch, then, i� an experiment in �ringing into the �rame, conceptuall� at 
lea�t, connective an� ecological po��i�ilitie� a��ociate� with animi�t “amo�ern” ontologie�. I �evelop ethnographic an� 
theoretical exploration� o� what might �e implicate� ecologicall� an� ethicall� �� a milieu o� immanent em�o�ie� 
ecologie�, en�ol�e� in an epi�temological an� ontological move o� “�ecoming�animi�t.” “Becoming�animi�t” i� �rame� 
here a� a normative �u�jectivit� that re�ract� the current �i�connective an� virtuali�ing impa��e in �oth the theor� 
an� practice o� �ocio�ecological relation�hip�, an� a� �uch i� worth� o� intellectual, political an� ethical engagement.
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From the invi�i�le atom to the cele�tial �o�� lo�t 
in �pace, everything is movement… It is the most 
apparent characteristic of life. (Etienne�Jule� Mare�, 
1830–1904, cite� in O�erzaucher an� Grammer 
2008:151, empha�i� a��e�) 

In the Oe�ipal relation the mother i� al�o the earth, 
an� ince�t i� an infinite renai��ance. (Deleuze an� 
Guattari 2004:177) 

The� live� �irml� an� wholl� in the real worl�. 
Spiritual �earning an� the �en�e o� �acre�ne�� the� 
�new, �ut the� �i� not �now an�thing holier than 
the worl�, an� the� �i� not �ee� a power greater 
than nature. (Le Guin 2000:118)

To refract ... To change �irection a� a re�ult o� enter�
ing a �ifferent me�ium. … To cau�e... to change 
�irection a� a re�ult o� entering a �ifferent me�ium.1

Coding Nature? 

In the �eginning, the primal Mother Tiamat wa� 
creator o� the Univer�e, Heaven an� Earth, water, 
air an� plant�. Thi� �emale �erpent emerge� �rom 
the �ea to teach human �in� the art� o� living well. 
Over time, a complexifie� pantheon o� Go�� an� 
Go��e��e� �egan to �ear curiou� re�em�lance� 
to the egoic an� heroic �truggle� o� an emerging 

1 http://en.wi�tionar�.org/wi�i/re�ract, acce��e� 26 Novem�er 2010.
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metropolitan élite. But their tran�cen�ent an� cel�
e�rate� glamour wa� not without challenge. Threat 
came �rom their own la�ourer�, an� �rom enviou� 
neigh�our� an� other �ar�arian�; not to mention 
the capriciou� �ance o� the element�, which �rought 
�rought, floo� an� all manner o� earthl� chao� to 
challenge their élite or�er an� control. It wa� clear 
to the ruling cla�� that Tiamat nee�e� �i�ciplin�
ing. An� �o a �oung Go� �ill� Ap�u, her �avoure� 
con�ort, there�� crowning him�el� �ing. With hi� 
wi�e, Dam�ina, he ha� a �on name� Mar�u�. Thi� 
�on i� a mur�erer �riven to cru�h all chthonic, cha�
otic threat to the growing Ba��lonian hierarchical 
or�er. He �ill� the genetrix Tiamat, an� �rom her 
�plit an� �ea�ene� �o�� he rema�e� Heaven an� 
Earth. From the �loo� o� her (al�o mur�ere�) con�
�ort Kingu, he ma�e� human� to �e �lave� to the 
ruling�cla�� Go��, a��i�tant� in the latter’� pur�uit o� 
war, lei�ure an� plea�ure. Thi� complete revolution 
turns the generative cosmos into dead matter, to �e 
�a�hione� �or u�e through the arti�anal experti�e 
an� �orce o� the ruling cla��. Stan�ing a�tri�e the 
�ea� �o�� o� the genetrix, the� a��ume tran�cen�
�ence over an� po��e��ion o� their new o�ject� o� 
the co�mo�. The re�t, a� the� �a�, i� hi�tor�.2 

Bram Bü�cher an� Jame� Igoe, in the fir�t two 
panel� o� thi� “tript�ch” o� paper�,3 �iagno�e the 

contemporar� moment a� �aturate� with a �izz�ing 
range o� commo�ifie�, financiali�e� an� �pectacula�
ri�e� “other�than�human nature�.”4 Man� o� the�e 

2 From the Sumerian creation m�th o� aroun� two thou�an� �ear� 
BCE, later retol� a� the Ba��lonian �tor� Enuma Elish. Summari�e� 
in Willi� an� Curr� (2004) an� Young (2011).
3 Thi� paper wa� fir�t pre�ente� at the con�erence NatureTM Inc.: 
Questioning the market panacea in environmental policy and conservation, 
In�titute �or Social Stu�ie�, The Hague, June 2011, where it wa� 
accompanie� �� a �hort film that can �e viewe� online at: http://
�ian�ullivan.net/tal���event�/. A ver�ion o� thi� paper i� �orthcoming in 
the volume Nature™ Inc: New Frontiers of Environmental Conservation 
in the Neoliberal Age. Tuc�on: Univer�it� o� Arizona Pre��, e�ite� �� Bram 
Bü�cher, Wol�ram Dre��ler an� Ro� Fletcher (Sullivan in pre��).  
4 I u�e the term ‘other�than�human’ nature(�), an� occa�ionall� 

“nonhuman nature” an� “more�than�human nature” when re�erring 
to organi�m�, entitie� an� context� other than the mo�ern common 
�en�e un�er�tan�ing o� the �iological �pecie� Homo �apien� (al�o 
�ee Sullivan 2013a). A� highlighte� in thi� paper, however, the�e 
term� are alrea�� culturall��em�e��e� an� con�tructe�. For cultural 
context� where the “nonhuman” i� “per�onifie�” an� there i� a ten�enc� 
towar�� the a��umption o� one humanit� an� man� �ifferent em�o�ie� 
per�pective�, the�e term� ma� �e pro�lematic an� even non�en�ical. In 
the ontological �omain o� �hamanic “per�pectivi�m,” �or example, there 
are no “nonhuman�” (Viveiro� �e Ca�tro 2004).

are new commo�itie� �e�igne� to �ervice a “green 
econom�” �uturing o� economic growth an� environ�
mental �u�taina�ilit� (c�. UNEP 2011). Thi� in part 
relie� on mar�et logic� to �olve the environmental 
harm� cau�e� through the �ailure o� capitali�t mar�et� 
to a�equatel� account �or the co�t� o� environmental 
�egra�ation.5 Car�on cre�it�, environmental option� 
an� �uture�, �io�iver�it� �erivative�, mitigation 
in�urance, �pecie� cre�it�, �io�iver�it� off�et� an� �o 
on, are among the plethora o� actual an� propo�e� 
entitie� populating the re�ultant new ecolog� o� 
moneti�e� an� mar�eti�e� nature (Sullivan 2012 an� 
2013a). The� are ma�e through particular a��trac�
tion�, �ignification� an� conceptual tran��ormation� 
o� nonhuman nature, to create a circulating com�
men�ura�ilit� o� environmental health� an� harm� 
that can �e manage� through the remote control o� 
the mar�et. An� the� �ecome vi�i�le through livel� 
mar�eti�e� exchange� in which the “value” o� nature, 
a� the $ �ign� an� zero� an� one� o� �igiti�e� “natu�
ral capital,” �ecome� materiali�e� (a� �e�cri�e� an� 
�i�cu��e� in Ro�ert�on 2006, 2011; Sullivan 2010, 
2012, 2013a, 2013�; Szer��n��i 2010; Pawlicze� an� 
Sullivan 2011; Brac�ing 2012; Lohmann 2012; al�o 
�ee Plant 1998). 

At the �ame time, the�e univer�ali�ing a��trac�
tion� �eem to ampli�� an� even require a �ea�ening 
o� nature’� immanent an� vivaciou� movement. A� 
Igoe (thi� volume) write�, “ma�ing nature move fir�t 
require� ma�ing it �it �till a� an increa�ingl� �ea��
ene� o�ject o� contemplation.”6 The liqui�, capitali�e� 
nature o� which Bü�cher (thi� volume) �pea�� thu� 
i� �imultaneou�l� an a��tracte�, contemplate� an� 
�tille� nature, legi�le to the extent that it can �e pac��
age� into unit� that can �e calculate� an� tra�e� (c�. 
Ca�tree 2003): �or “it i� onl� when “nature” i� �ea� 
that a �ull��cale NatureTM Inc. �ecome� a po��i�ilit�” 
(Ar�el an� Bü�cher 2012:62). The commo�it� �eti�h�

5 A� �rame�, �or example, �� the EU an� UN �upporte� TEEB (The 
Economic� o� Eco���tem� an� Bio�iver�it�) programme, on which �ee 
Su�h�ev (2010), an� �� the Unite� Nation� Environment Programme 
(UNEP 2011). For critical engagement �ee Bü�cher et al. (2012). 
6 Note that thi� i� a move that echoe� the ri�e o� the �ignifier o� 
equili�rium in colonial ecolog� an� the imperial ten�enc� to view 
eco���tem� o� the “peripher�” in term� o� a �efina�le an� �e�ira�le 
climatic climax with an�thing �ifferent to thi� cla��e� a� �egra�ation 
through irrational (u�uall� in�igenou�) u�e practice� (�ee, �or example, 
An�er 2001; Sullivan an� Roh�e 2002). 
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i�m7 that animate� capitali�t circulation thu� not onl� 
�trip� awa� the “incorporate� creative li�e �o� wor��incorporate� creative li�e �o� wor��
er�] towar� equivalence within an exchange,” �uch 
that la�our value i� �eflecte� towar�� “the account 
o� capital” (Nanc� 2001:3). In the �iopolitical �u��
�umption o� li�e it�el�, the “zom�ie��oul” (Holert 
2012:4) “animating” the commo�it� �orm al�o ma�e� 
pro�uctivel� exchangea�le �ut �ea�ene� o�ject� o� 
li�e’� immanent vitalit� an� �iver�it�. The current 
re�raming o� a wor�ing nature a� provi�er o� �i�crete 
�ervice� (c�. Dail� an� Elli�on 2002:5), an� a� a �an� 
o� unit� o� natural capital,8 might thu� �e �een a� an 
exten�ion o� “thanato�politic�” an� “necro�capitali�m” 
(Banerjee 2008) in the environmental �phere, even 
whil�t claiming exactl� the oppo�ite. Through the�e 

7 Commo�it� �eti�hi�m emerge� in Marx’� writing� to clari�� “the 
relation�hip �etween exchange value an� u�e value a� it i� em�o�ie� 
in the commo�it�” (Holert 2012:4), where�� the value o� an o�ject 
i� �een a� re�i�ing in the thing it�el� in a manner that o��cure� an� 
thu� alienate� the la�our (an� nonhuman li�e) �rom which it i� ma�e 
(Grae�er 2001:65). The ���temic �creening�out o� materialit� an� 
la�our relation� �rom commo�it� pro�uction an� con�umption un�er 
capitali�t commerciali�ation, create� a logic that en�ow� commo�itie� 
with �omething a�in to a �oul, wherein the� appear to a��ume human 
power� an� propertie� an� thu� to act to �ati��� want�. Marx �erive� hi� 
theor� o� commo�it� �eti�hi�m �rom interpretation� o� the �eti�hi�tic 
a��traction� o� o�ject� among�t non�capitali�t �ocietie� at the colonial 
�rontier, �tating that “�anta�� ari�ing �rom �e�ire �eceive� the �eti�h�
wor�hipper into �elieving that an ‘inanimate o�ject’ will give up it� 
natural character in or�er to compl� with hi� �e�ire�” (Marx 1975:189 
in Nanc� 2001:4). He exten�e� thi� to the a��tracte� commo�itie� 
an� currencie� pro�uce� un�er capitali�t relation� o� pro�uction, 
inclu�ing mone� – hence “the magic o� mone�” (in Nanc� 2001:5). 
A corre�pon�ing attri�ution o� agenc� to capital, capitali�m an� 
mar�et� ha� le� Michael Tau��ig (1987) to �pea� o� a “capitali�t 
animi�m” (�ee �i�cu��ion in Holert 2012; al�o Jone� 2013). A “po�t�
capitali�t animi�m” (c�. Holert 2012) in�tea� might note that a mo�ern 
removal o� �u�jectivit� an� intentionalit� �rom nonhuman entitie� wa� 
it�el� an hi�toricall� em�e��e� �i�cur�ive move that �acilitate� the 
creation o� a �cientificall� �nowa�le, exploita�le an� tra�a�le worl� 
o� o�ject�. Marx’� un�er�tan�ing o� “primitive” �eti�hi�tic practice� 
an� “the �rutali�ing wor�hip o� nature” (Marx 1962) �erive �rom 
thi� context. Whil�t �oregroun�ing the “truth�” that are �creene� out 
�� the activitie� o� commo�itie� an� capitali�m�, it i� worth noting, 
then, that the concept o� “commo�it� �eti�hi�m” i� �teepe� in particular 
un�er�tan�ing� o� the “�eti�h” a� a component o� “primitive” an� 
animi�t thought, an� i� a��ociate� with a �roa�er mo�ern �i�mi��al o� 
amo�ern animi�t ontologie� a� ‘�avage’ an� irrational. Thi� paper �ee�� 
in part to reclaim amo�ern animi�t ontologie� �rom �uch �i�mi��al�, 
noting that in an� ca�e the apparentl� exterior “matter� o� �act” an� 
commo�it� o�ject� o� the mo�ern are them�elve� �eti�hi�e� “�acti�he�” 

– a� Latour (2010a) put� it – �rought into �eing through human wor� 
�ut charge� with acting �rom a �i�tance a� exteriori�e� �act� animate� 
technicall� an� �ociall� with authoritative, o�jective power. Thu�, we 
ma� never have �een mo�ern, �ecau�e we are all �eti�hi�t�: “mo�ern” or 
not, we all en�ow the materialitie� we create, an� with which we are 
entangle�, power to �hape our action�, choice� an� affect�.
8 c�. The Ban� o� Natural Capital we��ite e�ta�li�he� �� TEEB at 
http://�an�o�naturalcapital.com/ 

new “m�th�” o� nature (c�. Sullivan 2013�), “the �oul 
o� capital” exten�� it� vampiric �u�jugation o� li�e 
in �ervice to the juggernaut momentum o� “value” 
pro�uction, economic growth an� corporate power 
(Crouch 2011).

Current �ocio�ecological accounting practice� 
conceive� a� empha�i�ing the moneti�e� “value” o� 
nonhuman nature (c�. Co�tanza et al. 1997; Su�h�ev 
2010), �uch a� in eco���tem �ervice �cience, car�on 
metric�, �io�iver�it� o���et metric�, “the TEEB 
approach,” REDD+9 calculation� an� corporate 
eco���tem valuation (�ee, �or example, BBOP 2009, 
2012; TEEB 2010; WBCSD 2011; DEFRA 2012), 
thu� are conceptuali�ing an� con�tructing other�
than�human nature� �uch that the� can �e �urther 
entwine� an� entraine� with tran�cen�ent monetar� 
categorie� an� mea�ure� (c�. Mac�enzie an� Millo 
2003; �or �e� propo�al� �� �ignificant corporate an� 
financial “vi�ionarie�,” �ee Kiernan 2009; San�or 
2012; Su�h�ev 2012). The�e accounting practice� 
attach monetar� value to �electe� in�ice� o� nonhu�
man nature. Notwith�tan�ing the wor� o� tho�e in 
the UN Convention on Biological Diver�it� (CBD) 
proce�� to mo�ili�e �inance through enhancing 
regulator� mechani�m� an� fi�cal re�orm,10 the� are 
permitting the emergence o� new mar�et exchange� 
in the�e mea�ure�.11 At the �ame time, eco���tem 
�ervice� an� natural capital accounting perhap� 
�oe� relativel� little to tran��orm the un�erl�ing 
value practice� ten�ing towar�� pro�lematic nature 
exploitation an� the o��curing o� �ocio�ecological 
parameter� pro�uce� �� the new la�er o� a��ociate� 
�eti�hi�e� commo�ite� (c�. Ko�o� an� Cor�era 2010). 
In�tea�, the� rel� on economic incentive� that appeal 
to in�ivi�ual �el��intere�t �o a� to alter �ehavior, 
there�� exten�ing the zeitgeist o� (neo)li�eral in�i�
vi�uali�m an� competitive entrepreneuriali�m with 
which exploitative an� �i��ociative �ocio�environ�

9 Re�ucing Emi��ion� �rom De�ore�tation an� Degra�ation in 
Developing Countrie�, www.un�re��.org 
10 A� I have o��erve� through the privilege o� participating in meeting�  A� I have o��erve� through the privilege o� participating in meeting� 
hel� �� the UN Secretariat o� the C onvention on Bio�iver�it� an� 
partner� on ‘Scaling up Bio�iver�it� Finance’ (in Quito, Ecua�or, March 
2012, http://www.c��.int/financial/quito�eminar/) an� ‘Ecolog� an� 
Econom� �or a Su�taina�le Societ�’ (in Tron�heim, Norwa�, Ma� 2013, 
http://www.�irnat.no/t�13/). 
11 See, �or example, the emerging environmental exchange plat�orm� 
at  http�://environment�an�.mmearth.com/login an� http://mmearth.
com/. 
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mental relation� currentl� are lin�e�. A� MacDonal� 
an� Cor�on (2012:159) claim, the “en�eavour to 
put an economic value on eco���tem� ma�e� nature 
legi�le �� a��tracting it �rom �ocial an� ecological 
context� an� ma�ing it �u�ject to, an� pro�uctive 
o�, new mar�et �evice�.” In a Foucaultian �en�e 
new nature valuation technologie� act to inten�i�� 
capital’� power�effect� (Nealon 2008 an� �i�cu��ion 
in Sullivan 2013a), where�� all i� �u��ume� to the 

“truth regime” an� a��ociate� accumulation� o� “the 
mar�et” (Foucault 2008). The �u��equent relea�e o� 
new nature value� into the totali�ing an� �iopoliti�
cal control o� the �mooth flow� o� capital a��ociate� 
with glo�ali�e� mar�et� thu� inten�ifie� capital’� 
power�effect�, while al�o �u�taining the �u��uming 
��namic o� capital pre�ent �ince at lea�t the European 
Enclo�ure Act� (Fe�erici 2004). 

In the proce��, new con�titution� o� material 
nature are �rought �orth, together with new mean� o� 
it� practical appropriation. The �i�cur�ive an� calcula�
tive technologie� (c�. Callon an� Munei�a 2005) that 
create an� prime entitie� �or mar�eti�e� exchange� 
– �rom genetic plant re�ource� un�er the UN CBD 
to in�urance �erivative� on the Chicago Boar� 
Option� Exchange – thu� �tructure an� �hape the 
materialit� o� the thing� that there�� �ecome tra�e�, 
with effect� on the eco�ocial context� �rom which 
the� �erive (Mac�enzie an� Millo 2003; Bran� an� 
Görg 2008). At the �ame time, contemporar� techno�
configuration� o� circulating commo�ifie� nature 
are ampli��ing an ecolog� that re�i�e� in a ra�icall� 
�i�em�e��ing an� �i�em�o��ing ontolog�. Through 
thi�, the �ate� o� �iver�e rain�ore�t a��em�lage� are 
influence� an� manage� through the remote con�
trol o� electronic exchange�;12 online c��er��a�ari� o� 
A�rican �avanna� �eemingl� generate authoritative 
�nowle�ge o� “the real thing;”13 an� ra�ical geog�
raphie� o� non�localit� �ecome the �a�i� o� nature 
con�ervation through the mar�eti�e� exchange o� 

12 A�, �or example, in the �in�ing o� �i�tant localitie� to fi nanciali�e�  A�, �or example, in the �in�ing o� �i�tant localitie� to financiali�e� 
tra�e in car�on an� a��ociate� option an� �uture� exchange�, a� well 
a� in weather �erivative� an� variou� environmental �uture� an� 
�erivative� (�ee the emi��ion� tra�ing page o� the Intercontinental 
Exchange (ICE) (http�://www.theice.com/emi��ion�.jhtml) an� 
�i�cu��ion in Böhm an� Da�hi (2009), Cooper (2010), Ran�all� (2010) 
an� Lohmann (2012)).
13 See, �or example, Wil�Earth See, �or example, Wil�EarthTM http://www.wil�earth.tv/home, la�t 
acce��e� 08 Novem�er 2013. 

varie� “con�ervation cre�it�” �etween lan�owner� 
an� localitie�.14 

The�e approache� to environmental management 
�or con�ervation con�titute �oth recent innovation�, 
an� inten�i�ie� conceptual �ecoupling� o� cul�
ture �rom nature �amiliar in Europe �ince at lea�t 
the Enlightenment, an era that it�el� i� roote� in 
Renai��ance interpretation� o� cla��ical Gree� phi�
lo�oph� (Merchant 1989). The� are part an� parcel o� 
a �roa�er �erie� o� epi�temic �hi�t�, that can �e trace� 
to �ucce��ive tran��ormational moment� in �ifferent 
cultural milieux, �uch a� that �ummari�e� in the 
Ba��lonian �tor� with which thi� paper open� (al�o 
�ee Merchant 1989; Ro�za� 2001). In the we�tern 
context the� exten� an� entrench an ol�er occi�ental 
�i�lical creation hierarch� a��erting “man’�” �omin�
ion over other creature� (Cohen 1986:15), an� the 
�ominion o� a �ingular Go� over all. A� returne� to 
in the epilogue to thi� paper, the a��ociate� transcen-
dence or “�et�apartne��” o� experience o� the �acre� 
i� a relate� an� relevant con�truct flowing �rom thi� 
monothei�m. It corre�pon�� with �oth a removal o� 

“the �acre�” �rom the immanent vital materialitie� 
o� “nature,” an� an a��ociate� �eparation o� lea�er�
prie�t� �rom �ollower� through variou�l� rigi�ifie� 
hierarchie� that �erve(�) political, economic an� 
technological inequitie� (Young 2011). 

The phenomena �e�cri�e� a�ove invo�e a �ignifi�
cant para�ox: o� the inten�ifie� livel� circulation o� 
new commo�ifie� �igital unit� o� nonhuman nature 
inten�e� to �igni�� the incorporation o� environ�
mental harm� into pro�uction� o� economic value 
(what Bü�cher (thi� volume) call� “liqui� nature”); 
an� o� the �imultaneou� �epen�ence o� the�e livel� 
repre�entation� an� circulation� on an amplifie� 
treatment o� nonhuman nature a� �i�tant, �tille�, 
�oun�e� an� mute o�ject (c�. Ingol� 2006). A �e� 
effect o� thi�, a� Latour (2004) ge�ture� towar�� in hi� 
Politics of Nature, i� that human nature ha� �een ren�
�ere� increa�ingl� �ea� to a �tille� an� �e�acrali�e� 
nonhuman nature that i� it� mirror (We�er 2001; 
Curr� 2008). Environmental philo�opher An�rew 
Do��on (2010) ela�orate� the implication� o� thi�, 

14 For example� o� �uch environmental con�ervation mar�et� �ee 
Carroll et al. 2008, an� Brigg� et al. 2009; �or �i�cu��ion �ee Ro�ert�on 
2004, 2006; Morri� 2006; Ro�ert�on an� Ha��en 2008; Pawlicze� an� 
Sullivan 2011.
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noting an a��ociate� entrenching o� an Ari�totelian 
po�ition that “Man” alone i� a political animal, with 
nonhuman nature ren�ere� mute in political term�. 
An�elm Fran�e (2012a:12�13, empha�i� a��e�) 
thu� invo�e� In�one�ian narrative� that tell o� “the 
falling silent of the world un�er the �ur�en o� “primi�
tive accumulation,” o� capitali�t exploitation, an� o� 
colonial a�mini�tration.” An� �o �ehin� the contem�
porar� proli�eration� an� circulation� o� the �eti�hi�e� 
a��traction� o� nonhuman nature �e�cri�e� a�ove, i� 
a �eepene� muting an� �ea�ening o� the enunciative 
po��i�ilitie� o� nonhuman nature�; accompanie� �� 
an inten�ifie� “tuning out,” a� irrelevant an� o��truc�
tive, o� the communiqués o� other(e�) culturenature 
ontologie�. 

Thi� pre�icament, an� it� ten�enc� towar�� 
inequit� an� a po��i�l� glo�al ecoci�al moment, 
generate� �ignificant que�tion�. What relation�hip� 
an� ontologie� are �trengthene� through the�e con�
temporar� con�truction� an� circulation�? What i� 
�emote� an� negate�? An� what “gap�” remain �or 
(re)em�o��ing �ocio�ecological arrangement� that 
are �oth �ifferentl� �emocratic an� nouri�hing o� 
li�e’� alive �iver�it�?

Deleuze an� Guattari (2004:177�178), on who�e 
wor� I �raw in the remain�er o� thi� paper, re�er to 
nature’� immanence a� “the germen” – the original 
�ull an� flowing �o�� o� the inten�e germinal an� 
generative earth. The� argue that inhi�ition o� the 
ince�t�li�e �e�ire �or po��e��ion o� thi� �ull an� 
flowing �orce ha� alwa�� require� ���temic cultural 
co�ification�. Thu�, “in in�igenou� an� other … rural 
communitie� o� the worl�, one almo�t alwa�� fin�� 
in�titution� with rule� that �erve to limit �hort�term 
�el��intere�t an� promote long�term group intere�t”, 
which ten�� to �e conci�ent with concern regar�ing 
ecological �u�tenance (Ber�e� 2008:238). In�ee�, �or 
mo�t o� human hi�tor� an� cultural circum�tance� 
the �eparating culture/nature a��umption� �e�cri�e� 
a�ove �eem to have �een un�er�too� an� re�u�e� a� 
negative in their effect�. A� Deleuze an� Guattari 
�ugge�t, the a��tracting an� fictionali�ing impetu� 
that ena�le� �tate�capitali�m’� �e� an� re�co�ing o� 
the ecosocius ha� ten�e� to �e thoroughl� re�i�te�, 
prevente� an� containe� (c�. Cla�tre� 1989; an� 
�i�cu��ion in Melitopoulo� an� Lazzarato 2012a). 

The� write, �or example, that “the primitive machine 
i� not ignorant o� exchange, commerce, an� in�u�tr�; 
it exorci�e� them, localize� them, cor�on� them off, 
enca�te� them ... �o that the flow� o� exchange an� 
the flow� o� pro�uction �o not manage to �rea� the 
co�e� in �avor o� their a��tract or fictional quantitie�” 
(Deleuze an� Guattari 2004:168; al�o Polan�i 2001). 
Anthropologi�t Laura Rival echoe� thi� in writing 
o� Huaoroni, Zaparo, Shuar an� Tu�anoan nation� 
o� the Upper Marañón river o� Peru that “the� have 
con�titute� noma�ic an� autar�ic enclave� fiercel� 
re�u�ing contact, tra�e, an� exchange with power�ul 
neigh�our�” (Rival 1996:146). A� �uch, the �epara�
tion o� mar�et exchange� �rom eco�ocial relation� 
(a� in the i�eal o� �ree mar�et economic�) ha� �een 
variou�l� inhi�ite� in part �ecau�e thi� �eparation i� 
�nown to �rea� em�o�ie� tie� o� living communit�: 
tie� which otherwi�e might �e un�er�too� a� �in��
ing all emplace�15 entitie� in moral and maintaining 
economie� o� connection, cooperation an� �haring 
(Bir��Davi� 1992; Lewi� 2008�; Grae�er 2011).16 

In the mo�ern era o� in�u�triali�m, capitali�m 
an� the controlling �ree�om o� the mar�et, human 
en�eavour in�tea� ha� �eemingl� �ecome untethere� 
�rom the�e co�e�. The effect ha� �een a chimerical 
�i�em�e��ing o� human �rom nonhuman nature� 
(Polan�i 2001; Latour 1993) an� an unlea�hing 
o� accumulate� �toc�� into flow� that e�cape prior 
�ocietal co�i�ication� (Buchanan an� Tho�urn 
2008:25). In thi� rea�ing, it i� an inten�ifie� �rea��
ing o� inhi�iting co�e� that ma�e� po��i�le current 
value�accumulating circulation� o� newl� commo�i�
fie� �toc�� an� flow� o� a��tracte� nature, an� who�e 
reco�ing a� “natural capital” an� “eco���tem �ervice�” 
a��i�t� thi� in�trumentali�ation per�ectl�.   

I �ee�, then, to �e�ta�ili�e an� re�ract the�e �ea��
ening an� �i��em�o��ing a��umption� �� calling 
on ethnographic an� hi�torical recor�� that clari�� 
�ifferent po��i�ilitie� �or conceptuali�ing an� enact�

15 In invo�ing ‘place’ an� ‘emplacement here,” I �ollow Ingol�’� 
(2005:507) conception that ‘place� are not �tatic no�e� �ut are 
con�titute� in movement’: in coming� an� going� an� through 
em�o�ie� action� an� perception�, all o� which nece��itate movement 
in conjunction with an alwa�� moving milieu o� nonhuman pre�ence� 
(al�o A�ram 1996:65). 
16 Thi� i� not to �a�, o� cour�e, that time� o� �i�agreement, �loo��he�, 
war�are an� competition �o not occur in the�e circum�tance�, c�. 
Tau��ig 1987; Rival 1996.
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ing human�with�nature exi�tence. I �ocu� on varie� 
animist ontologie� �rom �ifferent geographical an� 
temporal context� (c�. Ingol� 2006). Mo�ernit�’� 

“nature�a��mute�an���tille��o�ject” i� an empowere� 
�ut particular cultural �eti�h (or “�acti�h,” c�. Latour 
2010a, an� �ootnote 7 a�ove) permitting in�trumen�
tali�ing a��traction� that are proving pro�lematic 
in their �ocio�ecological effect� (c�. Latour 2004; 
Horn�org 2006). Nature’� conceptual pacification 
ha� �een ma�e po��i�le preci�el� through �enial 
an� purification o� the animi�t ontologie� that �oth 
con�titute mo�ernit�’� nece��ar� Other, an� that 
po�e(�) �anger to the tran�cen�ent coherence o� 
mo�ern (�)or�er� (Fran�e 2012a; c�. Dougla� 1966). 
A� the No�el Laureate an� molecular �iologi�t 
Jacque� Mono� wrote in the 1970�, �cience nece��
�aril� “�u�vert� ever�one o� the m�thical ontogenie� 
upon which the animi�t tra�ition... ha� �a�e� moral�
it�,” �o a� to e�ta�li�h “the o�jectivit� principle” a� 
the value that �efine� “o�jective �nowle�ge it�el� ” 
(1972:160�4, quote� in Mi�gle� 2011:4). M� inten�
tion thu� i� to re�ocu� attention on the eco�ethical 
effect� that ma� �e a��ociate� with �ringing nature 

“�ac� to li�e”: via a re�activation o� animi�t relational 
onto�epi�temologie� concerne� with maintaining 
goo� relation� �etween all entitie�/actant� in each 
moment, rather than con�erving�via�capitali�ing 
�pecific o�jectifie� an� thu� tran�cen�ent nature� (c�. 
Harve� 2005; Ingol� 2006; Bir��Davi� an� Naveh 
2008; Sullivan 2010; Curr� 2011; Stenger� 2012).

In �oing �o I hope to �pea� to Bruno Latour’� 
(2010�) call, in hi� recent “Compo�itioni�t Mani�e�to,” 
�or movement� �e�on� critique, an� towar�� curio�it� 
an� �upport �or �u�ver�ive ever��a� (re)compo�ition� 
o� human�with�nature ecologie�. Latour encourage� 
u� to �roach an� �rave, a� well a� to re�mem�er, a 
ver� �ifferent collection o� concept�, concern� an� 
practice�. In thi� vein, relevant wor� regar�ing �iver�e 
an� (re)em�o��ing in�ertion� o� nature an� mate�
rialit� in �ociet� i� �eing pro�uctivel� con�ucte� 
in a range o� �ocial �cience an� humanitie� genre�, 
inclu�ing critical geograph�, �cience an� technolog� 
�tu�ie�, religiou� �tu�ie�, �emini�m, environmental 
philo�oph�, political theor� an� art (�ee, �or example, 
Ca�tree an� Braun 2001; Harve� 2005; Plumwoo� 
2006; Curr� 2008, 2011; Harawa� 2008; Bennett 

2010; Coole an� Fro�t 2010; Lorimer 2010, 2011; 
Panelli 2010; Yu�off 2012; an� the contri�ution� in 
the volume o� eflux e�ite� �� Fran�e 2012�). But the 
po��i�ilitie� are greater �till �or “enlivening” nonhu�
man realm� an� the ecosocius in wa�� that re�ract the 
�ea�ening a��traction� o� Nature require� �or it� 
financiali�e� circulation�. Anthropolog� an� cro���
cultural ethnographic wor� can offer much here �� 
wa� o� �ringing into the �rame mar�e�l� �ifferentl� 
em�o�ie� culturenature ontologie� an� a��ociate� 
effect� (c�. De�cola an� Pál��on 1996; Ingol� 2000, 
2006; 2011; Po�e� 2002; Horn�org 2006; Neve� 2006, 
2009; Ber�e� 2008; Moeller 2010). 

I explore a �ew contri�ution� here, all o� which 
have a �e� commonalit�. Thi� i� o� an amo�ern 
a��umption o� the alive �entience o� “other�than�
human nature�” a� animate an� relational �u�ject�, 
rather than inanimate an� atomi�e� o�ject�. An 
e��ect i� to enliven �oth nonhuman nature� an� 
un�er�tan�ing� o� what it mean� to �e human in inti�
mate, moving an� maintaining improvi�ation� with 
other�than�human worl��. “Animi�m” i� the term 
u�e� to �e�cri�e thi� orientation. Thi� i� a �e�criptor 
that en�ol�� E�war� T�lor’� “mi�ta�en primitive�,” 
po�itione� prior to the attainment o� Enlightenment 
rationalit� in hi� theor� o� religion (T�lor 1913); 
al�o Gilmore 1919), with po�tmo�ern “eco�pagan�” 
o� the in�u�trial we�t, �or whom animi�m i� a con�
temporar� eco�ethical “concern with �nowing how 
to �ehave appropriatel� towar�� per�on�, not all o� 
whom are human” (Harve� 2005:xi; al�o Plow� 1998; 
Letcher 2003; Harri� 2008). A� �uch “animi�m” i� 
�oth “a �nowle�ge con�truct o� the We�t” (Garu�a 
2012:7), an� a univer�ali�ing term ac�nowle�ging 
a “primac� o� relationalit�” (c�. Bir��Davi� 1999; 
Ingol� 2006) an� a �et o� affirmative practice� that 
“re�i�t o�jectification” �� privileging an expan�ionar� 
inter�u�jectivit� (Fran�e 2012a:4, 7). Animi�t onto�
epi�temologie� in varie� circum�tance� �eem to have 
ten�e� towar�� or�inar� praxe� o� living with eco�
ethical effect� that enhance(�) ecocultural �iver�it� 
an� poetic meaning. A� �uch, the� are worth� o� (re)
countenancing. 
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Counter-Culturenature Ontologies 
Countenance n. 5 �earing or expre��ion that offer� 
approval or �anction : moral �upport. v. to exten� 
approval or toleration to : �anction.17

An e�ta�li�he� ethnographic literature �e�ta�ili�e� 
�ome o� the �eemingl� intracta�le �ichotomie� an� 
categorie� in�u�ing the growth� an� commo�it��
oriente� political economie� o� mo�ernit� an� 
po�tmo�ernit�. In thi�, the culture/nature �uali�m 
an� accompan�ing a��umption� o� either environ�
mental �etermini�m (over cultural activit�), or o� a 
pa��ive Nature a� �ac�groun� to cultural �ominion, 
ma�e wa� �or “ethnoepi�temologie�” that challenge 
the�e mo�ern wa�� o� organi�ing what it i� po��i�le 
to �now (De�cola an� Pál��on 1996; Horn�org 
2006). Ke� here i� a plethora o� po��i�ilitie� in which 
human� are envi�age� a� �haring ontological �ocial 
�pace with the �eing� that “we�tern human ontolog�” 
(c�. Gl�no� 2012) �rame� a� “nonhuman.” Thi� �eem� 
entwine� with a �en�e that what exi�t� i� �rought into 
�eing through ongoing participation in relation�hip 
�� all entitie� (Ingol� 2006). Agenc�, while �ifferenti�
ate�, thu� i� pre�ent ever�where, �uch that all activit� 
i� �imultaneou�l� im�ue� with a moral, i� �requentl� 
am�iguou�, �imen�ion (Ingol� 2000). Argua�l�, �uch 
�ifferent culturenature ontologie� have actuali�e� 
livel� em�o�ie� ecologie� that �avour the mainte�
nance o� �iological an� other �iver�itie�. A� �uch, 
the� warrant engagement an� “re�animation” (Ingol� 
2006:19) even in context� more attune� to mo�ern 
technological an� economic �i�cour�e� regar�ing 
polic� �olution� in �io�iver�it� con�ervation (an� 
perhap� e�peciall� in �uch context�).18 In what �ol�
low� I �raw on a �election o� ethnographic �tu�� to 
�oregroun� element� o� the “animi�t” �ocio�ecologie� 
a��ociate� with �everal contemporar� an� hi�torical 
circum�tance�. The�e empha�ize what �eem� to �e 
an unc�nical ontolog� that �now� all �imen�ion� 
o� exi�tence to em�o�� an� enact agenc� in inter�
relation�hip, a� well a� to �e animate� an� alive with 

17 http://www.merriam�we��ter.com/�ictionar�/countenance, 
acce��e� 3 Januar� 2013
18 On which, �ee the �pecial i��ue o� the Journal for the Study of 
Religion, Nature and Culture on ‘In�igenou� nature reverence an� 
nature con�ervation,” intro�uce� an� e�ite� �� Sno�gra�� an� Tie�je 
(2008), an� the Biocultural Communit� Protocol Tool�it at http://
www.communit��protocol�.org/tool�it, Acce��e� 24 April 2012.

�acre� an� connective meaning. I return to the latter 
theme in the epilogue that complete� thi� paper.  

M� fir�t exploration i� a 1992 paper �� anthro�1992 paper �� anthro�
pologi�t Nurit Bir��Davi�, who�e ethnographic 
wor� on “animi�m” ha� �een critical �or e�ta�li�hing 
�e� parameter� in thi� �u�fiel�. In thi� earl� paper 
�he �evelop� Mar�hall Sahlin�” (1974) conception 
o� “the original affluent �ociet�” through con�i�er�
ing �o�calle� hunter�gatherer conception� o� the 
provi�ioning role� o� other�than�human nature� in 
�uch economie�. Her ethnographie� are o� Na�a�a 
o� South In�ia (al�o �ee Bir��Davi� an� Naveh 
2008), Bate� o� Mala��ia an� M�uti o� Zaire. Their 
orientation� to “nonhuman nature�” are un�er�too� 
in term� o� a��uming “the environment” to give to 
human� in a pro�oun� “econom� o� �haring” that 
me�iate� human�with�human an� nature�with�
human provi�ioning. “Nonhuman” nature� are 

“humani�e�” �uch that the� are �nown a� �in an� a� 
ance�tral em�o�iment�, a� communicative agencie�, 
an� a� �rien��. Lan��cape entitie� a� well a� non�
human animal �pecie� are attri�ute� with li�e an� 
con�ciou�ne��. An order of goodness, while at time� 
am�ivalent, in general i� a��ume�. Such �nowle�ge� 
fin� expre��ion in value practice� oriente� towar�� 
�ung, �po�en an� �ance� communication an� multi�
wa� gi�t�giving with nonhuman nature� that are 
equivalentl� expre��ive. All o� the�e �ituate human 
per�on� a� agent� continuall� �oing their part to 
maintain a moral an� ��namicall� generative �ocio�
ecological or�er o� tru�t that implicitl� i� a��ume� 
to �e �oth a�un�ant an� goo�. Thi� a��umption o� 
a�un�ance an� the a��ociate� “�ull��u�ject” (Gl�no� 
2012:2379), mitigate� again�t a nee� �or exce��ive 
con�umption or hoar�ing o� po��e��ion�. 

Speci�ic cultural innovation� a��i�t with the 
maintenance o� thi� �en�e an� a��umption o� a�un�
�ance. Ongoing wor� �� anthropologi�t Jerome 
Lewi� (2008a, 2008�) with M�en�jele Ya�a o� 
Congo thu� empha�i�e� the importance o� appropri�
ate �haring through the gui�ing concept o� ekila. A� 
Lewi� (2008�:13) �tate�, “�or Ya�a, people �houl� �e 
�ucce���ul in their activitie� �ecau�e nature i� a�un�
�ant. I� the� are not, it i� �ecau�e the�, or �ome�o�� 
el�e, ha� ruine� their ekila �� �haring inappropriatel�.” 
Significantl�, “ekila regulate� Ya�a environmental 
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relation� �� �efining what con�titute� proper �haring” 
(Lewi� 2008�:13). Ekila i� ruine� �� �uch action� a� 
not �haring hunte� meat, �eing exce��ivel� �ucce���ul 
an� thu� engen�ering env�, �� inappropriatel� �har�
ing �exualit�, or �� �haring laughter in �uch a wa� 
that the �ore�t will not rejoice. B� regulating potenc� 
through appropriate �haring, ��namic a�un�ance i� 
maintaine� �or all. A� Lewi� (2008�:13) write�, �uch 
culturenature ontologie� an� a��ociate� value prac�
tice� have e�ta�li�he� a relation�hip with “re�ource�” 
that ha� meant that Ya�a people have “experience� 
the �ore�t a� a place o� a�un�ance �or the entiret� o� 
their cultural memor�.” Thi�, again, i� in rather �tar� 
contra�t with mo�ern �i�cour�e� o� re�ource �carcit� 
an� the a��ociate� competitive urgenc� to capture 

“value�” in �oth extractive in�u�tr� an� con�ervation 
activit�.19

Wor�ing in a �ifferent context again, anthropolo�
gi�t E�uar�o Viveiro� �e Ca�tro (2004) �pea�� o� the 
�imilar multinatural “per�pectivi�m” o� co�mologie� 
a��ociate� with people� o� the Amazon: a concept 
that currentl� i� much cele�rate� �� Bruno Latour 
(2004, 2010�). Viveiro� �e Ca�tro po�it� per�pectiv�
i�m a� the un�er�tan�ing that all �eing� �hare culture, 
�in�hip, an� reciprocal relation�hip�, their per�pec�
tive� �iffering �ue to �eing �eate� in �ifferent �o�il� 
affect� (or “nature�”). Ke� a�pect� o� thi� propo�ition 
are a� �ollow�: o� an original culture that i� �i�ag�
gregate� into �ifferent em�o�ie� per�pective�; o� all 
animal� an� plant� �eing conceive� a� �u�ject�/per�
�on� �haring a �pirite� h�po�ta�e� cloa�e� in �ifferent 
em�o�ie� per�pective�; an� o� all em�o�iment� a� 
�entient, alive an� a�le to act with intentionalit�. 
Ecological relation� thu� are �ocial relation�, with 
all per�on� a�le to �hare an� exchange �nowle�ge. 
Communication an� even tran��ormation �etween 
�uch �i��erent em�o�ie� per�pective� thu� i� an 
intrin�ic po��i�ilit�, exi�ting in contra�i�tinction 
to the naturali�m o� mo�ernit�, which propo�e� a 
�hare� univer�al Nature �rom which human culture 
an� Rea�on ri�e� an� �ecome� progre��ivel� �eparate 
(�ee critique in Gra� 2002). In�ee�, �cience �ecome� 

19 A �ituation that i� increa�ingl� compoun�e� �� a glo�al movement  A �ituation that i� increa�ingl� compoun�e� �� a glo�al movement 
in which the off�etting o� impact� �rom economic �evelopment 
enhance� the �carcit� an� thu� the financiali�a�le ‘value’ o� con�ervation, 
e.g. �ee Seagle 2012, Sullivan 2012; 2013c. 

�cientific when the worl� i� �e�cluttere� o� intention�
alit� (Viveiro� �e Ca�tro interviewe� in Melitopoulo� 
an� Lazzarato 2012�:4), �uch that the li�e �cience�, 
on which mo�ern con�ervation polic� �epen��, pro�
po�e a ra�icall� emptie� encounter with nonhuman 
li�e. The “Amerin�ian” conception in�tea� i� that, 

“having �een people �in the m�thological pa�t] ani�
mal� an� other �pecie� continue to �e people �ehin� 
their ever��a� appearance,” en�owe� with the �oul 
or �pirit that per�onifie� them (Viveiro� �e Ca�tro 
2004:467). A� �uch, “nonhuman�,” inclu�ing ance��
tor� an� �pirit�, are attri�ute� with “the capacitie� o� 
con�ciou� intentionalit� an� �ocial agenc�” (Viveiro� 
�e Ca�tro 2004:467). The� are un�er�too� a� �u�ject� 
with empathicall� �nowa�le an� communica�le �u��
ject po�ition� that complexi�� po��i�ilitie� �or �ocial 
an� moral action. 

Cognate culturenature orientation� have �een 
confirme� �or me through ethnographic fiel�wor� 
�ince 1992 with people a��ociate� with the name� 
Damara / ≠Nū Khoen20 an� �welling in north�we�t 
Nami�ia (al�o �ee Bie�ele 1993; Lewi��William� 
an� Pearce 2004; Low 2008). I have written on 
thi� in the journal New Formations (Sullivan 2010) 
an� I paraphra�e �ome o� thi� material here. Thi� i� 
a context where a rain �haman �ance� into trance, 
an� in thi� �tate o� con�ciou�ne�� i� a�le to clim� a 
rope o� light into a �ifferent �ut no le�� real worl� 
inha�ite� �� the �pirite� �eing� that �hape an� �orm 
the li�e �orce(�) o� �ail� em�o�ie� exi�tence. Here he 
negotiate� with the rain go��e�� |Nanu�, �e�ucing 
her to permit him to retrieve li�e�giving rain, which 
i� then �rought �ac� to the ever��a� worl� with 
apparentl� real an� cele�rate� effect (||Khumu� et 
al. 2007). It i� where people can �hape�hi�t into lion� 
an� other animal�, an� �e witne��e� �oing �o, iter�
ating the “realit� o� �ecoming�animal, even though 
one �oe� not in realit� �ecome animal” (Deleuze 
an� Guattari 1987:273). An� where giant �na�e�, 
�ometime� with antelope horn� on their hea�� an� 
quartz or light� in their �orehea��, roam the lan��
�cape, filling it with inten�e generative potenc� (Hoff 
1997; Schmi�t 1998; Low an� Sullivan 2013). It i� 
where the mo�t all��nowing �eit� i� �nown in part 

20 Th e ��m�ol� u�e� here refl ect the �tan�ar� orthograph� �or KhoeS�n  The ��m�ol� u�e� here reflect the �tan�ar� orthograph� �or KhoeS�n 
language� u�e� to �enote clic� con�onant�.
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through the material �orm o� an in�ect � the pra��
ing manti� – that in m�thical an� ��m�olic realm� 
capriciou�l� �hape�hi�t� into an� �hare� �in relation� 
with man� other animal�, thu� iterating the ��namic 
am�iguit� o� li�e it�el� a� a �orce to �e move� with 
in wa�� that maintain, rather than �till, thi� move�
ment (per�onal �iel� note�; Bie�ele 1993). An� 
where illne�� i� carrie� an� cau�e� �� win�, �mell 
an� energetic arrow�, with healing accompli�he� 
�� the manipulation an� alignment o� energetic 
�orm� calle� |gais �o that the� �tan� up �traight in 
the �o�� (Low 2008). Culturenature a��em�lage� o� 
potenc� thu� en�ol� human an� nonhuman �omain� 
into en�le��l� ��namic connectivitie�: e�ta�li�hing 
m��teriou�l� muta�le relation�hip� �etween what 
occi�ental ontologie� �now a� �i�tinct an� �ifferent 
or�er� o� �eing (Bie�ele 1993; Power an� Watt� 1997; 
Low 2008). All o� the�e phenomena, �po�en o� in 
contemporar� time� (per�onal fiel�note�), �it within 
an� affirm an ol� an� �roa� KhoeS�n conceptual 
worl� that �pea�� �ugge�tivel� through the la�er� 
o� roc� art imager� that i� enormou�l� prolific in 
�outhern A�rica (�i�cu��e� �urther in Sullivan an� 
Low 2013). 

M� final example em�race� a quite �ifferent cul�
tural context an� i� �etaile� in a 1986 paper �� E�ther 
Cohen calle� “Law, �ol�lore an� animal lore,”21 �rom 
which I will quote exten�ivel�. Cohen �e�cri�e� the 
practice o� “the criminal pro�ecution an� execution 
o� animal�” in �oth �ecular an� eccle�ia�tical court� 
o� We�tern Europe in the later mi��le age� an� the 
earl� mo�ern perio�. She �raw� on legal anthropol�
og� an� a��ociate� cro���cultural metho�ologie� to 
a��i�t with un�er�tan�ing the mutual �ocial o�liga�
tion� that normativel� �in� animal� an� human� in 
the�e trial�. Animal trial� are fir�t mentione� �uring 
the thirteenth centur� in Northern an� Ea�tern 
France, �rom where the� �prea� to the Low Countrie�, 
German� an� Ital�. The� are �ocumente� in court 
recor�� �rom the 13th to 18th centur�, “reaching 
their pea� o� �requenc� an� geographical �cope �ur�
ing the fi�teenth, �ixteenth an� �eventeenth centurie�” 
(Cohen 1986:17). In them, �entence� “were pa��e� 
an� execute� in properl� con�titute� court� o� law 

21 Th an� �ou to Martin Pe�er�en �or �rawing m� attention to thi�  Than� �ou to Martin Pe�er�en �or �rawing m� attention to thi� 
paper.

�� �ull� qualifie� magi�trate�, accor�ing to generall� 
accepte� law�,” at the �ame time a� �eing “an integral 
part o� cu�tomar� law” an� owing “their continue� 
exi�tence partiall� to popular tra�ition� an� influ�
ence�” (Cohen 1986:10). The� generall� �ollowe� 
two �i�tinct proce�ure�, �ecular an� eccle�ia�ti�
cal. Secular proce�ure�, �or example, were “u�e� to 
penalize �ome�tic �ea�t� that ha� mortall� injure� a 
human �eing,” while eccle�ia�tical proce�ure� were 

“emplo�e� to ri� the population o� natural pe�t� that 
coul� not in�ivi�uall� �e puni�he�” (Cohen 1986:10). 
Frequentl� �entence� were pa��e� onl� a�ter “pon�er�
ou� �e�ate� an� trial� �ear� long” (Cohen 1986:16). 
Here I provi�e �ome �etail �rom a �e�cription o� 
one o� the�e, a trial o� �ome�tic animal� in a �ecular 
court. M� intention i� to illu�trate the �eriou�ne�� 
with which nonhuman animal� in the�e relativel� 
recent European ca�e� were attri�ute� with �u��
jectivit�, intentionalit�, an� per�onhoo�, lea�ing to 
their treatment a� legal per�on� in the proce��e� �ur�
roun�ing their trial an� �entencing. The� “�iffere� a� 
little a� po��i�le �rom human trial�,” u�uall� involving 
appointment o� an a�vocate �or the �e�ence o� the 
accu�e� non�human animal(�) (Cohen 1986:13).

Drawing on re�erence� �rom archival re�earch, 
Cohen write�:

In Decem�er 1457 the �ow o� Jehan Baill� o� 
Savign� an� her �ix piglet� were caught in the act 
o� �illing the five��ear�ol� Jehan Martin. All �even 
pig� were impri�one� �or mur�er an� �rought to 
trial a month later �e�ore the �eigneurial ju�tice o� 
Savign�. Be�i�e� the ju�ge, the protocol recor�e� 
the pre�ence at the trial o� one law�er (�unction 
un�pecifie�), two pro�ecutor� (one o� them a law�er 
an� a councillor o� the �u�e o� Burgun��), eight 
witne��e� �� name, “an� �everal other witne��e� 
�ummone� an� reque�te� �or thi� cau�e.” Though 
the owner wa� �ormall� the �e�en�ant, it i� clear 
�rom the procee�ing� that he �too� accu�e� onl� 
o� negligence an� wa� in no �anger o� an� per�onal 
puni�hment. Moreover he wa� allowe� to argue in 
court “concerning the puni�hment an� ju�t execu�
tion that �houl� �e inflicte� upon the �ai� �ow”, 
i� he coul� give an� rea�on wh� the �ow �houl� 
�e �pare�. The owner having waive� thi� right, 
the pro�ecutor reque�te� a �eath �entence. The 
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ju�ge, having hear� all the relevant te�timon� an� 
con�ulte� with wi�e men �nowle�gea�le in local 
law, rule�, accor�ing to the cu�tom o� Burgun��, 
that the �ow �houl� �e �or�eit to the ju�tice o� 
Savign� �or the purpo�e o� hanging �� her hin� 
leg� on a �uita�le tree. The piglet� create� a more 
�ifficult pro�lem a� there wa� no proo� that the� 
ha� actuall� �itten the chil�, though the� were 
�oun� �loo��taine�. The� were there�ore reman�e� 
to the cu�to�� o� their owner, who wa� require� 
to vouch �or their �uture �ehaviour an� pro�uce 
them �or trial, �houl� new evi�ence come to light. 
When the latter re�u�e� to give �uch a guarantee, 
the piglet� were �eclare� �or�eit to the local lor�’� 
ju�tice, though the� �uffere� no �urther puni�h�
ment. The court �rought �rom Chalon��ur�Saône 
a pro�e��ional hangman who carrie� out the execu�
tion accor�ing to the ju�ge’� �pecific in�truction�. 
�Cohen 1986:10�11]

Cohen (1986:11) explain� that “the ca�e o� the 
�ow o� Savign� i� t�pical in man� re�pect� o� mo�t 
�ecular animal trial�. In the fir�t place, it wa� hel� in 
Burgun��, one o� the earlie�t area� to recor� �uch 
ca�e�.” In a��ition, “the �e�en�ant’� porcine nature 
al�o recurre� in a great man� trial�. Pig�, who �eem 
to have accounte� �or the �eath� o� man� unatten�e� 
in�ant�, were the mo�t common culprit�, �ut �uch tri�
al� al�o occurre� throughout thi� time �or homici�al 
pig�, oxen, cow�, hor�e� an� �og�” (Cohen 1986:11). 
What i� particularl� relevant here i� that: 

the trial i� t�pical in it� pain�ta�ing in�i�tence upon 
the o��ervance o� legal cu�tom an� proper ju�icial 
proce�ure. Thi� wa� neither a vin�ictive l�nching 
nor the extermination o� a �angerou� �ea�t. Other 
recor�� mention, in a��ition to pre�trial impri�on�
ment, the granting o� remi��ion� to wrongl� accu�e� 
�ea�t�, the �urning in effig� o� a “contumaciou�” �i.e. 
wil�ull� �i�o�e�ient] animal, an� the pu�lic �i�pla� 
o� an execute� cow’� hea�.” �Cohen 1986:11]

An� �urther, “where the hangman’� �ill� are extant, 
the� clo�el� re�em�le tho�e pre�ente� �or the execu�
tion o� human�” (Cohen 1986:12).

In anal��i�, Cohen note� that “the ver� exi�tence 
o� animal trial� in Europe po�e� �evere pro�lem� �or 
the hi�torian o� We�tern culture” because “the practice 

run� counter to all commonl� accepte� conception� 
o� ju�tice, humanit� an� the animal �ing�om; an� 
�et it �urvive� an� flouri�he� �or centurie�” (Cohen 
1986:15). She write� that it i� apparent that there 
are no clear �i�tinction� �etween the�e �omain� in 

“the min�� o� me�ieval legi�t�” (Cohen 1986:19). 
Thi� i� an ontological �i�po�ition that overlappe� 
�ignificantl� with an emerging an� élite mo�ern 
rationali�m regar�ing “the immuta�le categorie� o� 
nature” an� a��ociate� univer�al hierarchie� (Cohen 
1986:23�24), a� well a� with the ra�icall� �ifferent 
Carte�ian notion that “animal� are automata po��e���
ing neither �en�e nor �eeling�” (Cohen 1986:16).22 For 
the me�ieval an� earl� mo�ern min�, the �ifference 
�etween “man an� �ea�t” in�tea� “wa� �unctional, not 
cau�al: pig� or locu�t� who harme� man mu�t ali�e 
�tan� trial in the intere�t o� univer�al ju�tice” (Cohen 
1986:19). In parallel with the ethnographie� o� non�
we�tern culture� �i�cu��e� a�ove, European animal 
trial� thu� �eem to have “expre��e� a perception o� 
law that hel� �wa� over the entire univer�e” �or people 
who “viewe� ju�tice a� a univer�al attri�ute, applica�
�le to all nature” an� in which “animal� were neither 
in�en�ate nor lac�ing in intent” (Cohen 1986:35�36). 

In �ummar�, the�e example� ge�ture towar�� an 
amodern “onto�epi�temolog�”23  generating experi�

22 In  In Discourse 5 o� Rene De�carte�,” Discourse on Method (1968:75�
76) write� o� animal� that ‘… the� �o not have a min�, an� … it i� 
nature which act� in them accor�ing to the �i�po�ition o� their organ�, 
a� one �ee� that a cloc�, which i� ma�e up o� onl� wheel� an� �pring�, 
can count the hour� an� mea�ure time more exactl� than we can with 
all our art.” Other author� argue again�t the the�i� that De�carte� 
con�i�ere� animal� to �e incapa�le o� �eeling, whil�t affirming hi� 
in�i�tence on animal� a� automata, po��e��ing neither thought or �el��
con�ciou�ne�� (Harri�on 1992:219�220). It i� telling that the emerging 
Carte�ian vivi�ectioni�t� ‘�elt compelle� to �ever the vocal chor�� o� 
the �og� who�e living anatom� the� explore�,” thu� per�orming ‘their 
mo�erni�t ta��’ onl� a�ter having literall� �ilence� their �u�ject� in 
the en�eavour o� tran��orming them into o�ject� o� �tu�� (Horn�org 
2006:24 a�ter Evern�en 1985:16�17).  
23 B� thi� I mean rea�one� �nowle�ge fl owing �rom particular  B� thi� I mean rea�one� �nowle�ge flowing �rom particular 
cultural an� hi�toricall� �ituate� a��umption� regar�ing the nature o� 
realit� an� the metho�� through which, given the�e a��umption�, it i� 
po��i�le to �now thi�. I �erive the term ‘onto�epi�temolog�’ �rom Jone� 
(1999). On the connecte� un�er�tan�ing o� episteme a� the cultural 
an� hi�torical �a�ric that �hape� an� �etermine� what it i� po��i�le to 
�now, �ee Foucault (1970). Foucault u�e� the term episteme to �e�cri�e 
the a��ume� or a priori �nowle�ge o� realit� – the �nowle�ge that i� 
ta�en a� given – that in�u�e� an� permit� �en�e�ma�ing to occur in all 
�i�cur�ive interaction� flowing �rom an� rein�orcing a hi�torical perio� 
or epoch. Thi� i� �imilar to an un�er�tan�ing o� ‘culture’ a� the �hare� 
norm� an� value� that in�u�e an� pro�uce communit� in all �phere� o� 
praxi� an� language. An epi�teme thu� gui�e� an� influence� the �ocial 
pro�uction o� �i�cour�e� – or empowere� �nowle�ge �rame� – that 
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ence� o�, an� �ealing� with, “nonhuman nature�” 
that �epart ra�icall� �rom tho�e empowere� in the 
mo�ern era. The� �o more than �impl� �ugge�ting 
that nonhuman nature� an� o�ject� are animate(�) 
actant� pro�ucing effect� an� affect�. Ke� a��itional 
theme� emerge to �ta�ili�e the gri� o� thi� amo�ern 
epi�teme. “Nonhuman” entitie� are un�er�too� to 
em�o�� variou�l� �ifferent per�pective� in a �hare� 
moral communit� o� “per�on�,” all o� whom po��e�� 
an� enact intentionalit� that i� communica�le an� 
�nowa�le. The “�ocial character” o� relation� �etween 
human� an� nonhuman� ten� towar�� multi�wa� 
economie� o� gi�t�, exchange�, �haring� an� tran��
�ormation� �etween all per�on� (c�. Sullivan 2009; 
Ha�er 2012), an� to mitigate again�t a commo�it� 
econom� �a�e� on the creation an� pro�uction o� 
�i�em�e��e�, pacifie� thing� (Viveiro� �e Ca�tro 
2004: 481�482). In a��ition, an arra� o� “counter exi��
tential,” �ut actuall� common�place, experience� an� 
ontological configuration� permit tran�ver�al move�
ment� into other experiential �omain�, populate� �� 
�eing� �nown an� relate� with through millennia o� 
��namic �iocultural concern� an� �e�ire�. 

Deleuze an� Guattari (1987:309) write that 
what i� value� in thi� “amo�ernit�” i� the a�ilit� 
an� ��ill to improvi�e well with “what alrea�� i� 
mu�ical in nature.”24  Ontologicall�, thi� �eem� quite 
�i�tinct �rom a mo�ern imaginar� that fixe� nature 
an� nature �nowle�ge through �urve��, mea�ure�
ment�, map�, numerical mo�el� an� metric� (a� 
�i�cu��e� in Ro�ert�on 2011; Hanni� an� Sullivan 
2012), an� who�e expert rea�er� an� con�tructor� 
can �e or�aine� to �now their �ilence� con�tituent� 
in a�vance (Ca�tree 2006:161). Improvi�ing�with 
in�tea� con�er� what Guattari (2000:21) re�er� to 
a� the “�ignificance o� human intervention�,” in a 
context o� an alwa�� an� potentl� communicative 
non�human worl� that al�o i� �entient, min���ull an� 
a��ert� re�pon�ive agenc�. A� Deleuze an� Guattari 
(1987:258) �tate, “the plane o� compo�ition, the plane 
o� Nature, i� preci�el� �or participation� o� thi� �in�.” 

at the �ame time iterativel� repro�uce what epi�temologicall� i�, an� 
�ecome�, �hare� a� �el��evi�ent a�out the nature o� realit�. 
24  For more on improvi�ation a� a ��namicall� �u�taining praxi� �ee   For more on improvi�ation a� a ��namicall� �u�taining praxi� �ee 
Gil�ert (2004) an� the e�ite� volume �� Ingol� an� Hallam (2007).

Becoming-Animist?

People call the �oil mineral matter, �ut �ome one 
hun�re� million �acteria, �ea�t�, mol��, �iatom�, 
an� other micro�e� live in ju�t one gram o� or�inar� 
top�oil. Far �rom �eing �ea� an� inanimate, the 
�oil i� teeming with li�e. The�e microorgani�m� �o 
not exi�t without rea�on. Each live� �or a purpo�e, 
�truggling, cooperating, an� carr�ing on the c�cle� 
o� nature. (Ma�ano�u Fu�uo�a quote� in Buhner 
2002:154) 

The �i�enchantment o� the worl� i� the extirpa�
tion o� animi�m. (A�orno an� Hor�heimer 1986:5, 
quote� in Wheeler 2010:48) 

To�a�, it �eem� intere�ting to me to go �ac� to what 
I woul� call an animi�t conception o� �u�jectiv�
it�... (Félix Guattari quote� in Melitopoulo� an� 
Lazzarato 2012�:1)

The un�er�tan�ing� �ugge�te� in the contri�u�
tion� a�ove propo�e cogent “counter�logic�” an� 
praxe� regar�ing nature/culture relation�hip� that 
open the �lac� �ox o� mute nature propo�e� �� 
mo�ernit�’� great �ivi�e (c�. Latour 2004), the cir�
culating a��traction� o� which in�u�e the current 
conceptual an� polic� para�ox o� “green growth.” 
Such counter�culturenature ontologie� ma� in�ee� 
�e among the �ocial �orce� that can �e mo�ili�e� 
an� a��irme� to�a� in (re)con�iguring, (re)com�
po�ing (re)em�o��ing culturenature relation�hip� 
that are enlivene� in �upport o� the flouri�hing o� 
li�e’� �iver�it� (c�. Sullivan 2010), thu� curtailing 
the mo�erni�t project o� �evere� relation�hip� (c�. 
Horn�org 2006). Animi�t moral economie� propo�e 
conceptual an� eco�ethical �pace �or the ��namic 
�u�tenance o� relation�hip� �etween �iver�e entitie�, 
with all acting to pla� a part in thi� maintaining 
“�u�taina�ilit�” (c�. De�cola an� Pál��on 1996:14; 
Harve� 2005; Bir��Davi� an� Naveh 2008; 
Schwartzman 2010:322). It i� thi� “power�effect” 
that ma�e� animi�t culturenature ontologie� worth� 
o� engagement, given the Anthropocenic juncture 
at which collectivel� we fin� our�elve�. 

But it can �e �i��icult to �pea� o� �uch animi�t 
counter�logic� an� ontologie� within aca�emia 
an� other mo�ern in�titutional context�. Thi� i� 
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�ue �oth to the nece��ar� ���temic “epi�temologi�
cal puri�ication” o� �uch amo�ern �nowle�ge� �or 
the con�oli�ation o� mo�ern categorie� (De�cola 
an� Pál��on 1996:8); an� the mirror o� �alling pre� 
to ““archaic illu�ion”, where mo�ern� … nouri�h 
their �anta�ie� a�out the primitive other, m��teri�
ou� communication�, mimetic contagion�, �pirit�, 
enchante� nature, an� �o �orth” (Fran�e 2012a:21, 
a�ter Tau��ig 1987). Anthropologi�t� are �peci�i�
call� hampere� �� a charge that in �pea�ing o� 
animi�t culturenature counter�logic� we might 
iterate a romantic an� no�talgic con�truction 
o� in�igenou� people� a� living in �ome �ort o� 
unreacha�le an� ahi�torical harmon� with a �pir�
ite� nature. Kuper (1993), �or example, argue� 
that �uch a romantici�m, an� a �elineating o� 

“in�igenou� people�” an� a��ective relation�hip� 
with “the environment” more generall�, e��ect� a 
pro�lematic “return o� the native” in anthropolog�. 
He �ugge�t� that thi� echoe� earlier colonial char�
acteri�ation� that �erve� to �enote an� �emote 
the “other,” an� that ma�e po��i�le the �i�place�
ment� an� violence� ena�ling the recon�titution 
o� people an� nature a� la�our an� propert�. 

There i� a �anger here o� throwing the �a�� 
out with the �athwater, however (c�. Sullivan 
2006a). O� impl�ing that it i� onl� legitimate to 
un�er�tan� relation�hip� �etween culture an� 
nature �rom the per�pective o� the ontological 
�i�urcation �etween them – via which “nature” can 
�e peere� at �rom the culture �i�e o� the �ence, an� 
an� re�raction o� thi� �ivi�e, in term� o� where 
�u�jectivit�, agenc� an� intentionalit� might �e 
locate�, �ecome� �u�ject to �i�mi��al. It al�o 
impute� a valori�ation o� e��entiali�e� i�entitie�, 
a� oppo�e� to a curio�it� regar�ing �i��erent cul�
turenature praxe� an� their pro�uctive e��ect�. In 
other wor��, it i� not that the animi�t culturena�
ture conception�, experience� an� value practice� 
explore� a�ove are intere�ting �ecau�e the� might 
�e tho�e learne� �rom in�igenou� people� (the 
European example �rom Cohen (1986) in an� 
ca�e �e�ta�ili�e� thi� pattern here). It i� �ecau�e 
the conception� an� praxe� them�elve� might have 
e��ect� that are relevant �or coming to term� with 
�eing human in the Anthropocene, a� well a� �or 

ma�ing choice� regar�ing �u�jectivit� that might 
�e �etter cali�rate� with li�e’� �iver�it�.25 

In�ee�, the current glo�al �ocio�ecological 
cul��e��ac in which collectivel� we fin� our�elve� 
�ugge�t� that continue� �i�mi��al o� �uch �ifferent 
culturenature ontologie� i� a luxur� we can ill affor�. 
A� ecologi�t Richar� Norgaar� (2010) �e�cri�e�, in 
�hoe�horning our un�er�tan�ing� o� nature �uch that 
the onl� vali� term� an� concept� are contemplate�, 
o�jectifie� an� monetar� one� (whether metaphori�
cal or a� newl� �evi�e� an� tra�a�le commo�itie�), a 
�oun�ational contraction o� po��i�ilitie� i� occurring. 
Option� �or �ifferent �ocio�ecological praxe� are 
�eing �oreclo�e�, even a� a new �rontier �or capital 
inve�tment in nature con�ervation i� compo�ing new 

“�ocionature” an� “worl��ecolog�” po��i�ilitie�.26  
Thi�, then, i� a propo�al �or a po�itive an� re�ract�

ing �ialectic� (c�. Ru��ic� 2008; Latour 2010�; 
Gi��on�Graham 2011) that i� in�pire� �� animi�t 
onto�epi�temologie� �o a� “to un�o the ver� “alien�
ation” that capitali�t mo�ernit� in�uce�” (Fran�e 
2012a:21). For engagement� that mo�ili�e �nowle�ge 
o� the cultural an� hi�torical particularitie� that have 
�ilence� “nonhuman nature” an� �iver�e ecocultural 
�nowle�ge�, �o a� to re�u�citate an� affirm immanent 

“counter�logic�” an� praxe� that might �ring �ociona�
ture� “�ac� to li�e.” Bennett (2010:14) affirm� that 

“the �tarting point o� ethic� i�... the recognition o� 
human participation in a �hare�, vital materialit�” 
(al�o Gol��tein 2012). The culturenature ontologie� 
o� other(e�) cultural per�pective� offer much �or 
the gui�ing o� �uch recognition. At the �ame time, 
their (re)countenancing require� �oth con�i�era�le 
�ecoloni�ation o� the or�er� o� �nowle�ge �u�taining 
mo�ernit�, an� a turning to �ace the ���temic vio�
lence� with which the�e or�er� have �een e�ta�li�he� 

25 c�. Guattari’� (2000:19�20) �ifferentiate� an� multiplicitou� 
‘eco�oph�’ a� ‘an ethico�political articulation...’ �etween the three 
ecological regi�ter� o� ‘the environment, �ocial relation� an� human 
�u�jectivit�’ that re�em�e�� relation�hip� �etween interior (�u�jective) 
an� exterior (�ocial an� environmental) potencie�.
26 Th e term ‘�ocionature’ i� �orrowe� �rom Sw�nge�ouw (1999) an�  The term ‘�ocionature’ i� �orrowe� �rom Sw�nge�ouw (1999) an�  an� an� 
‘worl��ecolog�’ �rom Moore (2010). It �eem� har� to fin� a term in 
Engli�h that unclum�il� expre��e� connectivit� �etween human an� 
‘other�than�human’ worl��. It �eem� important to �o �o, however, �o 
a� to �eep affirming connection� an� corre�pon�ence� �etween the�e 
worl��. A�ter all, no in�ivi�ual� o� an� �pecie� inclu�ing our own are 
actuall� a�le to exi�t in a �tate o� �i�entanglement �rom other �pecie� 
(c�. Ingol� 2010).
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an� maintaine�. Nonethele��, an� to invo�e a hope�to invo�e a hope�
�ul Foucault (1998), �ince the �trategic relation�hip�, 
practice� an� �i�cour�e� that �ecome empowere� al�o 
alwa�� contain their own “gap�” � their own po��i�ili�
tie� �or �rea��own, �u�ver�ion, an� recon�titution – a 
corre�pon�ing potential exi�t� �or intervention� that 
exploit the�e contra�iction� an� am�ivalence�.

In moving �rom critique towar�� in�ertion� that 
ma� re�ract an� recon�titute, however, “we” al�o nee� 
to have �omething �ifferent to �a�. In the �pirit o� 

“am�itiou� naiveté” (Bennett 2010:19), I hope here to 
have �rought in �ome �ugge�tion� �or wa�� in which 
culturenature relation�hip� might �e thought an� 
practice� �ifferentl�; an� that there�� might provi�e 
element� o� �omething �ifferent to �a� an� �o.  

Postscript: Ethical Gestures Towards a 
Transcendental Immanence  

The tran�cen�ental fiel� i� �efine� �� a plane o� 
immanence, an� the plane o� immanence �� a li�e... 
Tran�cen�ence i� alwa�� a pro�uct o� immanence. 
(Deleuze 2001:28, 31)

The worl� i� hol�! The �oul i� hol�! The ��in i� hol�!
The no�e i� hol�! The tongue an� coc� an� han�
an� a��hole hol�!
Ever�thing i� hol�! ever��o��’� hol�! ever�where i�
hol�! …
Hol� the �upernatural extra �rilliant intelligent 
�in�ne�� o� the �oul! (Gin��erg 1956)

Nature never �ecame a to� to a wi�e �pirit. 
(Emer�on 1985:4) 

Even the �ifference �etween tran�cen�ence an� 
immanence �eeme� to �e �e�on� them. (Latour 
2010a:34)

On clo�ing thi� e��a�, I reali�e� I ha� ma�e an omi��
�ion. I ha� overloo�e� ma�ing an� ge�ture towar�� 
con�i�ering an� locating “the �acre�” an� it� �ignifi�
cance in the animi�t culturenature ontologie� engage� 
with a�ove. Thi� i� curiou�, �ince m� �en�e i� that 
animi�t ten�encie�, com�ine� with a health� �orce 
o� humour (Willer�lev 2012), centrali�e the �acre� in 
conception� an� con�titution� o� culturenature, with 
potent eco�ethical effect�. Argua�l�, in the animi�t 
propo�ition� outline� a�ove the �acre� i� ever�where 

pre�ent: a� the �oul connecting relational entitie� o� 
�ifferent �orm (Buhner 2002; Harve� 2005); a� a 
�anctioning o� the gap� in �nowing generate� �� the 
experience o� m��ter� that there�� emerge� (Wheeler 
2010:44); an� a� the live� relation�hip� via which 
each �eing in “the co�mic communit� o� �eing�... i� 
�re�, grow�, repro�uce� an� �ie�” (Ha�er 2012:5).27

Reflecting on wh� thi� omi��ion occurre� �ring� 
to min� a �erie� o� con�training an� �ilencing tra�
jectorie�. O� a millennia�ol� capture o� the �acre� 
�� prie�tl� ca�te� ta��e� with me�iating �etween 
a �anctifie� heavenl� realm inha�ite� �� a �i�tant, 
in�ivi�uali�e� an� ju�ging Go�, an� a populace o� 
le��er mortal� �enie� legitimate experience o� “the 
�ivine” (Young 2011). O� the �imilarl� tran�cen�ent 
expert �nowle�ge an� religiou� �ervour� (Wheeler 
2010:37) o� prie�tl� ca�te� o� �cienti�t�, entrepre�
neur�, an� politician�, who�e choice� are elevate� in 
Man’� continuing �ominion over Nature. An� o� a 
�imultaneou� hi�torical an� contemporar� �enial o� 
�acre� pre�ence in the or�inar� nature� o� ever��a� 
li�e; com�ine� with the occlu�ion o� common �en�e 
�nowle�ge� an� practice� o� tho�e experiencing a� 
well a� in�trumentali�ing thi� immanent pre�ence 
(Fe�erici 2004). Through thi� nexu� o� circum�tance� 
the �acre� i� �et apart �rom the earthl� an� fle�hl� 
germinative plane o� immanence, �uch that partici�
pation in, an� engagement with, earth an� �o�� i� 
�evalue�. The �acre� a� tran�cen�ent experience ha� 
ten�e� to �e �een in contra�i�tinction to the imma�
nent �phere. A tran�cen�ent Go� i� �oth �e�on� 
the limitation� o� the material univer�e, an� �e�on� 
�nowing �� non��peciali�t human�, not to mention 
�eing intrin�icall� unavaila�le to creature� �eeme� 
ma�e le�� clo�el� in the image o� Him. 

But o� cour�e, an� a� expre��e� �� poet�, m��tic�, 
�haman� an� critic� o� all time� an� culture�, thi� 
i� not the onl� wa� in which the �acre� might �e 
conceive� an� experience�. In hi� 1836 e��a� Nature, 
the North American poet an� e��a�i�t Ralph Wal�o 

27 On which, it i� noticea�le that the current government o� Bolivia  On which, it i� noticea�le that the current government o� Bolivia 
integrate� a conception o� �acre� within it� legal �ramewor� �or ‘Buen 
Vivir’ (living well), a� in Chapter 2, Art. 4(2) o� the ‘Framewor� Law 
o� Mother Earth an� Integral Development �or Living Well’ which 
�tate� that ‘The environmental �unction� an� natural proce��e� o� the 
component� an� ���tem� o� li�e o� Mother Earth are not con�i�ere� a� 
commo�itie� �ut a� gi�t� o� the �acre� Mother Earth.” 
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Emer�on, �or example, �e�ta�ili�e� thi� �en�e o� a 
tran�cen�ent �acre� realm that i� un�nowa�le or 
unreacha�le without the me�iation o� empowere� 
expert�, through an expo�ition that para�oxicall� 
�ecame �nown a� “Tran�cen�entali�m.” In thi�, 

“nature” i� �eeme� poeticall� �nowa�le �� the mo�t 
innocent o� min��, through the attunement o� the 
�en�e� �etween inner an� outer worl��. He �pea�� 
o� “an occult relation �etween man �sic] an� the veg�
eta�le” in which “I am not alone an� unac�nowle�ge�. 
The� no� to me, an� I to them” (Emer�on 1985:6). 
Emer�on’� “Tran�cen�entali�m” affirm� a panthei�tic 
�acre� immanence, in�u�e� with an “ethical character” 
that “�o penetrate� the �one an� marrow o� nature, 
a� to �eem the en� �or which it wa� ma�e” (Emer�on 
1985:28). The �acre�, a� tran�cen�ent an� intuitive 
experience (Wheeler 2010:37), an� a� entrance� 
�tate o� con�ciou�ne�� (c�. Sullivan 2006�; Fletcher 
2007, an� re�erence� therein), thu� i� immanent in 
a nature the generation o� which human� an� other 
per�on� are part (Ingol� 2006). Tran�cen�ent �acre� 
experience i� an or�inar� po��i�ilit� �or the human 
�� virtue o� �eing a �acet o� nature’� immanence, 
that can al�o �now an� open to the other a�pect� o� 
nature’� �iver�e em�o�iment (Bate�on an� Bate�on 
2004, �i�cu��e� in Wheeler 2010). A� Hep�urn 
(1984:184, quote� in Curr� 2008:64, empha�i� 
a��e�) �tate�, an� a� echoe� later in the quote �� 
Deleuze that open� thi� �ection, “there i� no wholl��
other para�i�e �rom which we are exclu�e�: the only 
transcendence that can be real to us is an ‘immanent’ one.” 
A �en�e o� thi� commonalit� perhap� i� pre�ent in 
the ethnographic example� a�ove. Viveiro� �e Ca�tro 
(2004:464) �e�cri�e� an ontological “�tate o� �eing 
where �el� an� other interpenetrate, �u�merge� in the 
�ame immanent, pre�u�jective, preo�jective milieu” 
�uch that the h�po�ta�e� o� em�o�ie� �ifference i� an 
all�perva�ive, connecting an� communicative vital�
it�. Or an ontological primac� o� animac�, a� Ingol� 
(2006:10) put� it. 

The in�trumentali�ation� o� li�e an� lan��
�cape� a��ociate� with monothei�tic �octrine, 
Enlightenment thought an� the ri�e o� mo�ern 
capitali�m in�tea� are effecte� in conjunction with 
the en�orce� �enial an� ���temic �i�ruption o� thi� 
em�o�ie� tran�cen�ental immanence (We�er 2001; 

Merchant 1989; Fe�erici 2004). Thi� i� a con�training 
gen�ere� ��namic too, in that the �u�ject po�ition 
o� We�tern tran�cen�ental/Enlightenment philo�o�
ph� – the “Father�logos” that “claim� to �e the overall 
engen�erer compare� to mother�nature,” �et� up “a 
tran�cen�ence corre�pon�ing to a mono�exual co�e” 
(Irigara� 1997:314). Thi� “Law�ma�ing�Go��the�
Father” equate� “to an a��olute tran�cen�ence onl� 
in�o�ar a� it i� appropriate� to male i�entit�”: in the 
meantime en�uring that “ever�thing that i� o� the 
�eminine gen�er i�... le�� value� in thi� logic �ecau�e 
it lac�� an� po��i�le �imen�ion o� tran�cen�ence” 
(Irigara� 1997:314). When thi� inclu�e� a �emini�e� 
earth, the �emini�e� value� o� the �o�� an� o� the 
(in�igenou�) natural �ecome �evalue�, �i�car�e� 
an� violate� (a� �ocumente� in �rutal �etail in 
Merchant 1989, Tau��ig (1987) an� Fe�erici (2004)). 
Thi� generate� “the eco�emini�t in�ight that there i� 
a relation�hip �etween the �u�or�ination o� women 
an� the exploitation o� nature” that i� exten�e� to 
in�igene�, configure� conceptuall� a� �imilarl� clo�e 
to nature (Mellor 2000:107). It i� a��ociate� with a 
patriarchal circum�tance in which “�ominant �an� 
mo�ern] men” are “a�ove nature (tran�cen�ent),” 
while “women �an� in�igene�] are �een a� �teepe� 
in the natural worl� o� the �o�� (immanent)” (Mellor 
2000:111; al�o Sullivan 2011). Mar� Mellor thu� 
urge� a conceptuali�ation o� “human envelopment in 
‘nature’ a� a material relation, an immanent material�
i�m, that i� the hi�torical un�ol�ing o� the material 
realit� o� human em�o�iment an� em�e��e�ne�� 
within it� ecological an� �iological context” (Mellor 
2000:117). 

But perhap� it i� the experience o� thi� material 
immanence a� al�o a tran�cen�ent experience o� the 
animate em�o�ie� �acre� that enhance� eco�ethical 
�ehaviour�. Thi�, then, i� an affirmation o� the ethi�
cal praxe� that might �e engen�ere� �� the notion 
o� a “tran�cen�ental immanence”: ari�ing �oth �rom 
the “tran�cen�ent experience” o� the inviola�le �acre� 
a� immanent or in��welling in all entitie� an� rela�
tion�hip�; an� �rom the a priori po��i�ilit� that �uch 
experience i� part o� the immanent “tool�it” o� the 
em�o�ie� “human con�ition” (c�. Spinoza 1996). 
It i� �a�e� on the propo�ition that when �en�ual 
an� communicative vitalit� i� �nown a� �hare� �� 
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an� perva�ing all entitie� it argua�l� (an� hope�
�ull�) �ecome� har�er to ma�e choice� that violate 
�ocio�ecological integrit�. A� Bennett (2010:14) 
iterate�, “the ethical ta�� at han� here i� to cultivate 
the a�ilit� to �i�cern nonhuman vitalit�, to �ecome 
perceptuall� open to it.” In thi� vein, then, an� in 
�oli�arit� with a growing num�er o� author� (c�. 
Merchant 1989(1980); A�ram 1996; Ro�za� 2001; 
Buhner 2002; Harve� 2005; Ingol� 2006; Curr� 
2011), a revitali�e� experience o� living in em�o�ie� 
an� �acre� relation�hip with a communicative an� 
animate nature i� a nece��it� i� current alienation� 
an� violence� are to tran�mute into �emocratic an� 
vivaciou� �ocio�ecological �u�taina�ilitie�. With 
Allen Gin��erg in the provocative quote a�ove, it i� 
a remin�er that ever�where, ever�thing an� every 
body i� hol�, an� can �e re�imagine�, experience� 
an� treate� ethicall� a� �uch.
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