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Northwest Coast Indians 
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Few aspects of North American Indian history are as rewarding to study 
as the cultural achievements of the aboriginal inhabitants of the Pacific 
Northwest. Ever since the early studies of Boas, Emmons, and Barbeau, 
a growing interest has generated hundreds of articles and accounts of the 
artistic achievements of the natives in this area. Unfortunately much of 
the early scholarly literature lies hidden in obscure journals dating back 
to the late nineteenth century, and many authorities have neglected these 
important references in their own bibliographies. 

This bibliography documents over seven hundred titles encompassing 
achievements in the creative arts. It includes scholarly studies, catalogues 
of exhibitions, and a large body of literature which describes and illus
trates the many diverse facets of native plastic and graphic art, dance, 
and music. The compilation is the result of a systematic search through 
the Pacific Northwest collection in the University of Washington Library, 
the main catalogues of the University of British Columbia, the University 
of Victoria, and the British Columbia Provincial Archives library. Also 
examined were the various indexes (Art Index, Readers' Guide to Peri
odical Index), and indexes of anthropological periodicals, government 
publications, and bibliographies of individual articles and books. 

The classification of titles under respective headings such as carving, 
weaving, basketry, etc. is intended to help readers locate pertinent infor
mation with minimum effort. The general art classification should not be 
overlooked, for many valuable references are listed under this category. 
Books such as Erna Gunther's Art in the Life of the Northwest Coast 
Indians could have been classified under several topics; e.g. masks, carv
ing, Chilkat blankets, or basketry, but this would have created unnecessary 
duplication. The general art category is therefore an important source of 
reference. To further aid the reader, a tribal cross-reference is also in
cluded. Where a work specifically treats the art of certain tribal units, the 
numbered entries allow for the identification of the tribe. In a consider
able number of works the discussion centres on the entire Northwest Coast 
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region and includes all, or most, of the linguistic tribal groups in the area. 
In these cases, no classification by tribe has been attempted. 
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81 82 87 88 90 92 97 100 101 102 
103 104 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 
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168 169 170 180 198 202 206 209 213 227 
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